


READING and DATING

ROMAN IMPERIAL COINS

by

SECOND EDITION

Copyright © 1959 by
WHITMAN PUBLISHING COMPANY
RACINE, WISCONSIN

All Rights Reserved




CONTENTS

Coinage Before the Time of the Empire

Roman Coin Denominations
Praenomen—Nomen—Cognomen

The Obverse Inscriptions

Names of Emperors as They Appear on Coins

Informal and Formal Names of Emperors

Reverse Figures (Deities and Personifications) .

Reverse Inscriptions

Mint Marks .

Chronological Sketches of Emperors, Ete.
Determining the Year a Coin Was Struck
Dates of the Tribunicia Potestate

Bibliography



Introduction to the Second Edition

1] \ 1 the sany 11 : 1
thar it might serve as an introduction to a vast and some-
times complex division of the field of numismatics. And per-
haps the reader will go on to learn for himsell why “All roads
led to Rome.” We owe so much to these people and to he
icnorant of what thev have given to us is not at all different
than taking the part of the disinterested spectator, wearilvy
moving through life in a distressing void. These Caesars, with
Al of their faults, were a [ascinating group and their contem-
poraries certainly were none the less so. Cicero. Brutus, Marce
Anthonyv; Seneca, Horace, Virgil; Pompey and Sulla; Pliny,
Owvid, Martial, What romance in these names! These were the
giants who marched across the Roman scene and to know
nothing of what these men thought and did is to live in too
small a world. indeed.

I think it 1s important to restate that one need not he o
student of Latin in order to read Roman coins; a little effort
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will produce surprising results, and the reader might find him-
sell amazed at his ability to classifv and read the coins with
a minimum of practice.

It is also good to know that Roman coins, for the most
part, mayv be purchased for very little moneyv unless they
happen to lay claim to rarity or to extraordinary condition.
Two or three dollars will purchase many coins.

Certain collectors mayv experience disappointment that one
particular phase or another has not heen covered in this hook.
[ apologize to them at the same time pointing out that an
extended discussion of Roman coinage has not been the pur-
pose of this writer. The bibliography incorporated herein may
serve as a guide to those who wish to pursue the subject
further.

I again express my gratitude to Doris Tavlor, now a1 mem-
ber of the faculty of the Classics Department of \Whe:iton
College in Norton, Massachusetts who. perhaps at this very
moment. is fortunite enough to be standing at some ancient
site examining her latest find. Her help was invaluable. |
must also express my gratitude to Bill Belleci who has alwayvs
shown himsell to have been a good Roman. | would like to
think that so much that was good has come down through
the centuries to him.

Last, | humbly express my thanks to Dick Yeoman. . . not
because he prevailed upon his company to publish this book
in the first place. . . but because of his constant, generous, good
advice and, much more importantly, because we have become
such good Iriends,

But mavbe books have alwavs done this for men.

Zander H. Klawins



Coinage Before the Time

of the Empire

Before discussing the coins of the Roman Empire it is of in-
terest to know a little about the background of these coins
and about the development which led to their coming into
existence.

One of the Latin words for money is PECUNIA, which
originates from the shorter Latin word, PECUS, meaning
CATTLE. It may not at once be recognized that there is a
connection between cattle and money but a brief analysis will
show a definite wedding of the two words. Cattle provide sus-
tenance, in one form or another, for humankind. Something
with such a universal appeal and of such vital necessity to al-
most all mankind has positive value. Thus, cattle had value
in ancient times. With cattle a man could buy the other neces-
sities of life and wealth could be measured by the number of
heads of cattle a man possessed.

Obviously, such bulky material was an inadequate means of
exchange. The problems of transporting hundreds of heads of
cattle here and there was a great one and it became more in-
tense when the world markets of those days started to blos-
som; trading in cattle became cumbersomely impossible. The
logical answer was the creation of a means of exchange, uni-
versally recognized, but small in size. Coinage was the answer.

When Rome first began to flex her muscles and feel the
surge of a newborn power she required, and obtained, this
more flexible system. This first coinage was crude, shapeless,
and heavy in an attempt to approximate the value of the coin
with its actual weight. The first coinage, a cast coinage, was
called AES RUDE (rude, or crude bronze. The Latin word for
bronze is AES). These first coins probably were struck in the
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6th century B.C. They have been found in various shapes, rec-
tangular, flat, square, and in lumps.

Later, there came into existence a means of exchange known
as the AES SIGNATUM (signatum, a seal) which was a little
more uniform, but still in various shapes. Inscribed upon these
pieces were figures of cattle among other things. This was
true pecunia! Inanimate and animate objects were also found
upon these pieces and so we find birds, tridents, shields, and
other figures. These pieces date, probably, from the 5th cen-
tury B.C.

There next came into existence the coinage which was to be
forerunner of all coinage to come. It was called AES GRAVE
(Heavy bronze) and while it was still a cast coin, it was cir-
cular in shape. Scholars differ as to the approximate date this
coinage came into existence but the year 300 B.C. or there-
abouts should suffice. The AES GRAVE was cast in various
denominations. We list them as the AS, the SEMIS, the
TRIENS, the QUADRANS, the SEXTANS, and the UNCIA.
Each of these coins could be distinguished from the other by
the obverse (front) of the coin. The AS always had the head of
the god Janus; the SEMIS pictured Jupiter; the TRIENS,
Minerva; the QUADRANS, Hercules: the SEXTANS, Mer-
cury; the UNCIA, Roma. The reverses were common to all
of the denominations and they were all the same, the prow of a
ship. This reverse undoubtedly was indicative of Rome's new-
found respect for the sea and her turning to the sea and to
new lands.

Rome now had to accomplish two things; she had to create

a coinage which would be recognized in the land she had con-
quered or in the land with which she was trading. Thus, it
was necessary to emulate the coinage of these countries.
Secondly, it was necessary to create a less cumbersome coin-
age, a coinage which could easily be transported both across
the sea and in Italy itself. Both these problems were success-
fully resolved by the coinage of a silver piece long familiar to
the Greeks (and the Romans did inherit from the Greeks)
known as the DRACHMA and the coinage of copper coins as
[9



AS

Janus

SEMIS
Jupiter

TRIENS

Minerva
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QUADRANS

Hercules

SEXTANS
Mercury

UNCIA
Roma

REVERSE TYPE

Prow of
Ship




well. These coins were the first struck coins of Rome (about
280 B.C.).

Later, probably about 180 B.C., the Romans issued coins
which were peculiarly their own. These were called the DE-
NARIUS, the SESTERTILUS, and the QUINARIUS. We
happen onto these coins in the time of the empire, but there is
no physical resemblance between these early coins and the
Imperatorial coins. The DENARIUS was equivalent to ten
asses (the AS being the standard basis of coinage), the SES-
TERTIUS ta 214 asses  and. the OITINARIIS tn 5 asees

Fhese coms were all quite similar having RONMA L the guardian
of the citv, on the obverse and the DIOSCTRT on the reverse,
e Dioscurn were sacred (o Rome (the name is derived from
the Gireck meaning, literallv, Bovs of Zeus amd the twao bowvs
are more commoniyv known as Castor o Pollos,

Throughout rhis transition cast coms were =till in exist-
ence but they were constanthy hemg Towered in welght essen-
tially because of the intlation shich accompanied and followe]
the Punre Wars, a0 =eres af three wars aeainst the Cartha
cintn= 20200 B 21822010 BoC s e the Boo o The end

of these wars found Rome on the verge of Tankruptey, o re-

sult of which was that the comage was 1 a constant stiale ol
s, The weichts of the coins were reduced and all the evils of
acreal infation were i evidence, Nooman really knew what his
monev was worth, However, the fimal victory of Rome over
Carthage o Ho BoO Jed tooa gradual but determined re-
organization of the comnace and at this time all coinage wis
struck s there were no more cast coms. The denarius emerged
as the common coin of the realm amd it remained virtually
unchanged undal the time of the empire. Cold was also stvruck,
but this was i the nature of an emergency and it did not, at
this time, form a regular part of the Roman coinage.

[t was not long hefore the coms started 1o take onareal
interest in many wavs, There was more of an effort to make
them more pleasing from an artisne standpoint, The reverses,
i partcular, became media for o multitude ol abjects of o
relicious, politieal, historiead s and architectural nature. Detties
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and personifications appeared in great numbers, The coinage
had come into 1te. own! There were variances of style and
texture to the extent that later- day numismatists would he
able to classify these coins both chronologically and geo-
graphically.
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Roman Coin Denominations

In order to possess a reasonable knowledge of the coins of the
Roman Empire it is necessary to know the names by which
they are called and to be able to distinguish them from one
another.

There were not a great many denominations struck during
the period of the Empire and so the beginner should not have
too much difficulty in naming them. Certain denominations,
such as those struck in gold and some which appeared late in
the history of the Empire are either quite rare or costly and,
therefore, are infrequently -seen by the greater majority of
collectors. Others are extremely common and it is these coins
which form the background of moest collections. Probably the
most common coins of the period of the Empire are the:

DENARIUS
DUPONDIUS
AS
SESTERTIUS
ANTONINIANUS
Denarius of Otho FOLLIS
(69 A.D.)

The standard silver coin of the Empire was the silver coin
known as the DENARIUS. The DENARIUS was first issued
about 180 B.C. and remained in existence until about 296 A.D.
During this period of years the coin was debased mostly from
the time of the Emperor Nero (54-68 A.D.) onward. By the
time of the Emperor Caracalla (211-217 A.D.) the DENAR-
IUS was about 40% silver. It was at this time that the AN-
TONINIANUS appeared.

The ANTONINIANUS derived its name from the Em-
peror Caracalla (M. Aurelius Antoninus Caracalla, 211-217
A.D.) who first introduced it. This coin can be distinguished
from the DENARIUS because the head of the subject on the
ANTONINIANUS is radiate. This coin, too, had an auspi-
cious beginning only to be debased to the status of a copper
coin with a silver wash. Frequently, it is possible to find a
coin with the silver still present, but this is quite uncommaon.
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The coin was abolished at the time of Constantine the Great
(308-337 A.D.). :

Antoninianus
of
Tacitus
(275-276 A.D.)

The DUPONDIUS was coined during the Imperatorial
period until the time of Trajan Decius (249-251 A.D.). It
was struck in brass and is quite often difhcult to distinguish
from the AS, =

Dupondins
af
Augustus

(29 B.C.-14 A.D.)

Une means of determining the difference between the DU-
PONDIUS and the AS is by the color. The DUPONDIUS is

o 1/

As of Domitian
(81-90 A.D.)

a rather vellow color, while the AS is more reddish. In the
later days of the empire it was the practice to strike the DU-
PONDIUS showing the head of the emperor radiate and the
AS with a bare or laureated head.

The SESTERTIUS was the large coin of the empire and is
known as Large Bronze or Grand Bronze. Upon the SESTER-
TIUS appear the most magnificent manifestations of the
monever's art. The largeness of the coin permitted the in-
clusion of the wonderful detail which was, of a necessity,
lacking on the smaller coins. The SESTERTIUS was origi-
nally a silver coin of the Roman Republic, worth one quarter

of a denarius.
[15



Seslertits
of
Antoninus Pius
(138-161 A.D.)

The Emperor Diocletian (284-304 A.D.) instituted the
FOLLIS, which was a rather large coin with a silver wash.

Follis
of
Constantius
(305-306 A.D.)

Other coins, not quite as common as those mentioned above
were the:

CENTENIONALIS—A bronze coin which had its inception
during the reign of Constantine (308-337 A.D.). It was
bronze with a silver wash. After the time of Arcadius (3953-
408 A.D.) it sunk into obscurity.

QUADRANS—The fourth part of the AS. Struck in copper.

QUINARIUS—A silver coin about one-half the weight of the
DENARIUS. It was issued only at intervals.

SEMIS—These coins were mostly of bronze with very little
silver. The coin was issued in the later days of the empire and
appeared in various sizes and types. It was also used for the
half aureus (The aureus was a gold coin). The term SEMIS-
SIS was used to designate the SEMIS when used as a half of
the aureus or solidus.

SOLIDUS—A gold coin issued by Constantine the Great
(308-337 A.D.).

AUREUS—The best known of the Roman gold coins. Ap-
peared at about the time of Julius Caesar (45-44 B.C.). The
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weight of this eoin gradiglly deslined aintil ar dhe dime wf
Constantine (308-337 A.D.), it was abolished to be replaced
by the solidus.

SILIQUA—A Roman silver coin, first issued by Constantine
the Great (308-337 A.DD.). It was equivalent to 1/24 solidus,

The Relationship of the Coins to Each Other

This small table will help the reader to distinguish the re-
lationship of the principal coins to each other. He shall also
see that the larger coins do not necessarily carry the larger
value. It is also well to say a word about the purchasing power
of an individual coin, a thought which has passed through
the mind of every collector at one time or another, A proper
and lucid analogy would be to compare the classical coinage
with our own and to draw our conclusions from such com-
parison. While the SESTERTIUS at one time might have
purchased a loaf of bread for the Roman housewife, it might
well have been an insufficient amount to have done so at
some other time in Roman history. Americans jestingly have
asked each other for many years what had happened to the
five-cent cigar. The answer is at once obvious; the five-cent
cigar can no longer be made for five cents. The steak which
required the American, at one time to nlace a Aftvocant niana



PRAENOMEN NOMEN COGNOMEN

Before taking up the discussion of the obverse (front) of the
Roman coins it would be hest first to mention the proper
names and the way they are found upon the coins. If it is
possible to remember two important facts the reading of the
proper names upon the coins should not present a problem.

First: The Roman first name (praenomen) was always regu-
larly abbreviated, not from choice but as a designation of
Roman citizenship.

Second: The abbreviation “IMP" (Imperator) was regularly
used, from the earliest times in the Empire, as a praenomen.

Perhaps the best, and simplest way to describe the terms
NOMEN, PRAENOMEN, and COGNOMEN is to look to
our own usage in present times. The Latin word NOMEN
means “‘name.” The prefix, PRAE, means “before.” Thus,
PRAENOMEN means *‘before name' or, the first name. COG-
NOMEN is the last name or surname. The Roman name was
not a fixed or absolute form. It varied throughout the history
of Rome. At the first a man was called by one name only.
Gradually this was developed into a combination with the
genitive case wherein it was then indicated that that person
came under the authority of another. A daughter was under
the authority of her father; a wife, under the authority of her
husband; a slave was subservient to his master. And so we
would see a name written in this manner; Marcus Marci f
(Marcus, the son of Marcus. The single letter “f"" designates
filius, the Latin word for son. The single letter “f,” in the case
of a woman would indicate the Latin word filia, daughter.

Many times the letter “f" is used in the broader sense upon
the coins indicating the son of a noble family.

Entering further upon the subject let us now be more spe-
cific and instead of saying that the praenomen, nomen, and
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cognomen are the first, middle and last names, respectively,
we shall say that fhe praenomen was the given name, the
individual name: the nomen is the name of the gens, or the
clan, if you will, and the cognomen is the name of the family
which is a part of that gens or clan. Thus: L. Cornelius Scipio.
“L" is the abbreviation of the Latin name Lucius, and it is
the praenomen, the given name. “Cornelius” is the nomen,
the name of the gens or the clan to which this person’s family
belongs. “Scipio” is the family name. It is also the cognomen.
The Scipio family is a part of the Cornelian gens.

Praenomen

The praenomen, as has been before mentioned, was the
strictly personal name. [t was conferred by the parents upon
the child probably on the 9th day after birth, in the case of
boys and the 8th day after birth in the case of girls. There
has been some disagreement on this point because many in-
scriptions on tombstones have indicated that older boys and
girls were nameless and the word “Pupio™ appears on many
ol the stones in the absence of a praenomen. (Pupio, child.)

As before stated the praenomen was regularly abbreviated
when used with the nomen and cognomen. This was not a
matter of choice but an established custom indicating Roman
citizenship. This is a very good point to remember when read-
ing coins, for the praenomina invariably are abbreviated. The
following list gives the more common praenomina with their
abbreviations:

AULUS. .. o000 vme s A, AU, AUL (rare), O (very rare)
DECIMUS. .. ...... D, DEC (Rare and late)

CAIUS or GAIUS...C

GNAEUS. .. CN, GN (Very rare)

KAESD s cn o core s K (uncommon)

LUCITS: - o5 iinis » » L, LU (rare)

MARCUS., . ....... M

PUBLIUS.......... P, PUP (rare)

QUINTES.». - & . 0

SERVIUS. ... » g o= SER
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SERGIUS.......... S (rare)

SEXTUS........... SEX, SX
SPURIUS. . vie « niee S, SP
TIBERIUS. ... i TI
TITUS: e < e = cuma T
APPIUS...........AP, AP P (rare)
MAMERICUS..... . MAM
NUMERICUS......N
The patrician families usually used the same praenomina for
all members of their family . . . that is, the same group of

praenomina. A list which might prove to be of some help fol-
lows, showing the better known families and the praenomina
which they used:

AEMILIL. .. .. C, CN, L, MAM, M. Q, TI

CLATIDIT. - .. AP, C, D, L, B TL'Q

CORNELII.. A. CN. L. M. P. SER. TI

FABII.. .....C, K, M, N, Q
FURIL.. ... AGRIPPA, C, L, M, SEX, 5P
JULIT...... .. C. L, SEX, VOPISCLUS
MANLII. ... A, CN, L, M.

Nomen

The nomen is the name which belonged to all members of the
same family. At first this name was identified with a certain
locality. Later, it was indicative of members of the same
gens, or clan. The nomen usually ended in “ius,” “aius,”
“eius,” “eus.’” Thus, Aemilius, Cornelius, Furius, Manlius,
Pompeius.

Cognomen

The cognomen was, at first, a personal name. Later it became
a family name, the name of a family within a particular gens,
or clan. Thus, of the gens Cornelius there were the Cethegi,
Lentuli, and the Scipiones.

Perhaps the clearest way to picture the entire subject of
Latin names is to give a present day analogy. The analogy
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given is a rather "liberal"*one, but it shall serve our purpose.
Many people carry the maiden name of their mother as a
second, or “middle” name. Thus, John Scott Pauley, as an
example, would show his first name, John (praenomen), the
family name of his mother, Scott (nomen), and the name of
his own family, Pauley (cognomen). If this example is kept
in mind the reading of the names on the coins should not
prove difficult.

[21



The Obverse Inscriptions

There are many methods of collecting Roman coins. Some
collections consist of the reverse types: some emphasize a
particular reverse type such as the various coins bearing the
images of Concordia (Harmony), or Fides (Faith), or of other
personifications and deities. Undoubtedly, however, most col-
lections are portrait collections, portraits of the emperors and
their contemporaries upon the obverse (front) part of the
coin. Perhaps the most interesting is that grouping in which
the collector has specialized in the large bronze coins known
as sestertii. The large size of this coin enabled the classical
engravers to include an abundance of detail which was quite
difficult to impress upon coins of smaller dimensions. Any
collection, of course, is a matter of the personal taste of the
particular collector, and a fine collection of portraits, regard-
less of the medium used, will make a most attractive display.
Apparently the greatest difficulty new collectors experience
lies in the reading of the coins. This is quite interesting be-
cause many students of Latin are unable to read the inscrip-
tions simply because of the profusion of abbreviations ap-
pearing upon them. Yet, many people who possess fine col-
lections are not students of Latin, and need not be. By re-
membering certain commonly used abbreviations, a person of
average intelligence can read most of the coins which he would
come across, provided, of course, that the inscription is legible.

Essentially, the most confusing thing is the habit the
Romans possessed of running the entire inscription together
with no “break’” between the words. A typical inscription ap-
pearing upon a sestertius of Nero is an excellent example. For
the sake of clarity and simplicity the coin has been sub-
divided into its logical parts.

Thus, we find we have:
NERO CLAUD CAESAR AUG GER PM TR P IMP PP
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AUG |GER

If the reader will remember the very few common abbrevia-
tions, abbreviations which appear time and time again on al-
most all the coins of the earlier empire, the inscription should
present no difficulties.

Aug  Augustus (or Augusta, if feminine). This was the most

distinctive of all of the imperial titles. It was used by
no one but the reigning emperor or members of his family.
It appears with most frequent regularity on the coins.

PM Another very common title of the em-
Pon M peror. Pontifex Maximus was the emper-
Pon Max or's title as supreme head of the Roman

Pontifex Max etc. religion (Literally, Head priest). The title
was held by the emperor Augustus and all
subsequent emperors.

TR P Tribunicia Potestas. The tribunician pow-
Trib P er. From earliest times, the tribunes were
Trib Pot the representatives of the Roman people
Trib Potest and, at various times, held tremendous

Tribun Polest, ete. power. Thus, the Tribunician power rep-
resents the emperor's position in that

light, although more specifically, it showed him to be the su-
preme civil head of the state. The Tr P is quite commonly
[23



found with Roman numerals following it. This is one excellent
means of determining the year a particular coin was struck.
(A chart is incorporated in this book for the purpose of so
determining such a date.)

COS COS is the abbreviation for consul. The consul was one

of the two chief magistrates of the Roman state. The
emperor himsell quite frequently was one of the consuls:
when he was not, he usually appointed the person to serve in
his place. The COS, as with the TR P, is quite generally fol-
lowed by Roman numerals. Inasmuch as a consulship lasted
for but a year, it is here also possible to determine the date a
particular coin was struck by reference to the chart incor-
porated in this book.

PP PATER PATRIAE. Father of his country. This inscrip-

tion appears on many of the coins and was originally a
title hestowed upon the emperor by the senate. Some emper-
ors refused the title.

IMP IMPERATOR. Emperor, generally, although the
title was bestowed upon victorious generals in the field
during the Republican period and the period of the very early
empire. From the time of the emperor Tiberius onward, it
was a title used by no one other than the emperor himsell or
his heirs.
Now, in looking once more at the above inscription of Nero,
we are able to understand the logical breakdown and the
complete meaning of the inscription.

I{. Nere. . His name.

2. Claud . . .Claudius. The name of the gens to which his
family belonged.

3. Caesar.. .The inherited name of the Julian family and
adopted by the Claudian family. Also adopted by subsequent
emperors, and later used by heirs to the throne.

4. Augustus. . . The most distinctive title of the emperor.
24



5. Ger...Germanicus. A hereditary title, as well as a title
of honor.

6. PM.. . Pontifex Maximus. The highest priest. The head of
the Roman religion.

7. TR P...Tribunicia Potestas. The tribunician power. The
civil head of state.

& LMP.. Imperator. This use of Imperator is as a title of
acclamation such as for victories in the field of the emperor
or his subordinates,

9. PP...Pater Patriae. Father of his country.

Here is another coin, a sestertius of the Emperor Titus.
Again, for the sake of convenience, we have subdivided the title.

VESP

cosvill

The complete inscription on the coin
IMP T CAES VESP AUG PM TRP PP COS VIII

Let us again analyze the inscription.
1. TMP.. Imperator, Emperor.
2. T'...Titus, his name, or praenomen.

3. Caes.. Caesar,



4. Vesp.. Vespasian. The name of the emperor Vespasian,
father of Titus. It was_a commaon practice for an emperor to
take as a part of his name the name of his predecessor, par-
ticularly if that predecessor had adopted him as his legal heir
or if he was the natural heir, as in the case of Titus,

5. Auwug. .. Augustus.

PA .. Pontifex Maximus.

=

. TR P.. . Tribunicia Potestas.

~¥

& PP..  Pater Patriae. Father of his country.

0. COS VIIT...In his eighth consulship. This coin was struck
during the eighth consulship of Titus. Checking with the chart
in this book it is indicated that the eighth consulship of Titus
occurred in the vear 80 AD. Thus, the coin pictured here was
struck in that year.

As a final example we shall take a coin, an AS, of Domitian,
Here again the coin has been struck off into its subdivisions.

4 =N pe
IMP

The complete inscription
IMP CAES DOMIT AUG GERM COS X111 CENS PER PP

1. IMP.. Imperator. Emperor. Here, however, there is a
little different use of the title, for it is used as a praenomen,
or a given name.

2. CAES. . .Caesar.
3. DOMIT . . .Domitian. His name.
26 |



4. AUG. . .Augustus,

5. GERM. . .Germgnicus.

6. COS XIII... In his 13th consulship. Using the chart in
this book, we see that the 13th consulship of Domitian oc-
curred in the year 87 AD. 87 AD., then, was the vear in which
this coin was struck.

7. CENS PER...Censor Perpetuus. The censor was a chiel
magistrate of the Roman state. The title was quite frequently
held by the emperor and was granted for his lifetime. (Thus,

the "Perpetuus.”)
& PP.. Pater Patriae. Father of his country.

[2%



An Alphabetical Check List of the Names of the
Emperors as They Frequently Appear on the Coins

This section offers, in alphabetical sequence, the names of
the emperors as they appear upon the coins with considerable
frequency. The second column presents the names of the
emperors as they are commonly known. For example, a coin
with the name C CAESAR upon it can be located in the first
column. Directly opposite, in the second column, we find
that emperor's common name, CALTIGULA.

It should be noted that the alphabetical column lists the
names exactly as they would appear upon the coin and, as a
result, are abbreviated either in part or in whole. For the in-
quisitive reader, it might be of interest to note some of the
grammatical case differences in some of the names. Most of
the names are in the nominative case and yet we find, as in the
case of the emperor Trajan, an ending which would not be in
the nominative case. TRAIANUS is the nominative ending,
Lut we find the inscription to read, TRAIANO. This is an
example of the dative case. Thus, instead of reading, THE
EMPEROR TRAJAN AUGUSTUS, etc., as we would expect,
it reads, 70. . . THE EMPEROR TRAJAN AUGUSTLUS, etc.

Many times it is difficult to identify the emperor by name
alone for some emperors possessed identical names. The
photographs of the emperors in the section of this book which
discusses the biographies should be of some assistance. Gor-
dianus [ and Gordianus 11, father and son, had identical
names, yet the coins reveal that the elder Gordian had hair
well down upon his forehead while the younger Gordian is
shown with a bald forehead. Most of the coins of Marcus
Aurelius show portraits which are very similar and this should
preclude any confusion with other emperors who bore similar
titles. Reference to the plates contained in some of the fine
volumes which may be found upon the shelves of the larger
libraries will supply invaluable assistance in identification. A
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list of some of the more important works appears in the bibli-
ography at the end of this book.

Name as It Frequently

Appears on the Coins Common Name
A

A Vitellius Germanicus. . .......... Vitellius

ATt Pim AR .. cociyn s s s Caracalla
Antoninus Aug Pius. . ............ Antoninus Pius
Antoninus Pius Fel, . ............. Elagabalus

B

BAtIARICNS. ¢ v ccs v ivs cm vk smnd s ran Brittanicus
BrutImp....cocvvvvierinnnnn.... Brutus

C

CCaesar. .....ovvrneunnnnnanann. Caligula
CCaesar Aug.......covineninnnin Aungustus

C Iul Verus Maximus. ............ Maximus

CM AarMailithe cas 5 cen s s 3 wun = Marius

C Malens.Hostil Mes Onintos ., .. Hastilinn
Caesar. .........ooviiniiiinniin. Julius Caesar
(& T Ve o e Aeem o e ain ¢ Julius Caesar
Constantinus Max Aug............ Constantine the Great
D
B Clod Sepit. . « cum 2 owsa wpas cgag = - Clodius Albinus
D N Ancius Olybrius. .. .......... Olybrius
D N Constantius, . .. ............. Constantius 11
DN Decentius. . ................. Decentius
0N Gratiamis. . i voczomamssan soia o Gratian
DN Honorie. . . . » come e = oei = 2 Honorius
D N Iulius Maioranus. . .......... Magjorian
DN Iovianus. . .................. Jovian
D N Mag Maximus. .............. Magnus Maximus
D N Martininianus. . ............. Martinian
D N Theodosius. ................. Theodosius I (The Great)
D N Valentinianus, ;  « oo waws @ o Valentinian I
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Name as It Frequently

Appears on the Coins Common Name

F

Fl Cl Constantinus [un............ Constantine IT

Fl Cl Taliamis. . . oo s & oo = aa 4 Julian 11

F1 Cl Hanniballiano Regi.......... Hanniballianus
Fl Tul Constans. . ................ Constans

Fl Tul Constantius. . .............. Constantius 1T

El Tul Dielmating: . cacs s mows = s - = Delmatius

Fl Nep Constantinus..............] leoptian

F1 Vil ConBtantits: ; « 5 - «eu s wss « 05 Constantius I (Chlorus)
Fl Val Severus. ..............00. Severus I1

G

Germanicus Caesar. .............. Germanicus

Gal Val Maximiamus: «: ; cos < sos s s Galerius

Gal Val Maximinus. . ............. Maximinus I (Gaza)
H

Hadrianus Aug: . : ccau oo e vnn v s Hadrian

I

Imp T Ael Caes Hadrianus Antoninus Anfoninus Pius
Imp Caes Aemilianus. . . .......... Aemilian
ImpDClSepAlb................ Clodins Albinus
Imp Sev Alexander. . ............. Severus Alexander
Imp ADEORINUE. - . « s« vuwia s cas s o Elagabalus

Imp Caes M Aur Anton...........Caracalla

Imp Caes M Aurel Antoninus. . .. .. Marcus Aurelius
Imp C L Dom Aurelianus. . .. ..... Awrelian

Imp C M Aur Sev Alexander. .. ... Severus Alexander
Imp C D Cael Balbinus........... Balbinus

I C CACRTRIE . o1 5 ims s sostas & asie Carausius
ImpCM Aur Carus. .....coo.nnun Carus

Imp C Claudius. ......... T Claudius 1T

Imp Caes D ClSep Alb. .......... Clodius Albinus
Imp Constantinus. . .............. Constantine the Great
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Name as It Frequently

Appears on the Coins Common Name

Imp Caes M Did Sever lulian. ... .. Didius Julianus

Imp C Diocletianus............,. . Diocletian

IniipCats Domit-. < - cas s v s vos s Daomitian

Imp CI Domitius Domitianus. . .. .. Domitius Domitianus
Imp C M An Florianus, ........... Florianus

Imp Ser Galba Aug. .............. Galba

Imp C D Lic Gallienus............ Gallienus

Imp Caes P Sept Geta. ........... Geta

Imp Caes M Ant Gordianus. ..... Gordian I and IT
Imp Gordianus Pius............. Gordianus Pius (IIT)
Imp C Laelianus. . .............. Laelianus

Imp C Val Licin Licinius.......... Licinius 1

Ilmp C Ful Macrianus. ............ Macrianus 11

Imp C M Opel Macrinus. ......... Macrinus

Imp Caes Magnentius. ............ Magnentius

Imp C Maxentius. . .............. Maxentius

Imp C M A Maximianus.......... Maximianus T (Hercules)
Imp Maximinus Pius Aug. .. ...... Maximinus [
ImpNeroCaes......coonevvnnnnnn Nero

Imp Nerva Caes..................Nema

Imp M Otho Caes................ Otho

Imp Ti Cl Mar Pacatian.......... Pacatian

lmp Caes P Helv Pertinax........
Imp Caes C Pescennius Niger. , . .

. Pertinax
. Pescennius Niger

Imp Philippus Aug. ........... Philip 1

Imp M Iul Philippus..............Philip I

Imp C Postumus. ................ Postumius

Imip C Probugl. vei s oo s ao s voss s s Probus

Imp Caes Pupien. ................ Pupienus

Imp C M Clod Pupienus. . ........Pupienus

Imp C Ful Quietus. . ............. Quietus

Imp C P Q Regalianus. . .......... Regalianus

Imp C M Aur Sev Alexander. . .. .. Severus Alexander
Imp Sev Alexander. . ... ... ..... Severus Alexander
Imp C M Cl Tacitus.............. Tacitus

Imp C Tetricus. .................Tetricus I
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Name as It Frequently

Appears on the Coins Common Name
Imip Trafano Aug. .. .oc s crxe rre e e Trajan

Imp Caes Nervae Traiano......... Trajan

Imp Traianus Decius. .. .......... Trajan Decius
Imp C C Trebonianus Gallus. . . . .. Trebonianus Gallus
Imp Caes L. Aurel Verus........... Lucius Verus
Imp Caes Vesp. ... ccovvvnenvenne. Vespasian

Trap T Caes Vespi .- o oov s v s v L HUS

Imp C Piayv Victorinus. . .....c.: . Victorinus

Imp Cae C Vib Volusiano. .. ...... Volusian

L

L, Beliug Cassat:  « s awmna s son « so Aelius

L Aurel Commodus. ........c.q00x Commodus

L Tul Aur Sulp Ura Antoninus. . . .. Uranius Antoninus
LSeptSev......ocooouununnnr... Septimius Severus
L Septimius (;eta Caes. vee....Gela

LAcTas - Tt <« « s snae s snee s vwes Licinius IT

M

MAEGHPPA. .o vveeeeenaneens Agrippa
MAROOL. o o v evnevenere e Marc Anthony

M Aur Anton Caes. : . cxicvvievenn Caracalla

M AN CarTiiE: s v 5 wom - e x wsian Carinus

M Aur Numerianus............... Numerian

M Commodus Antoninus. ......... Commodus

M Lepiehs.ocvac s o e o vt 5 s o Lepidus

M Opel Antoninus Diadumenianus.. Diadumenian
Mag Decentits. . s.oo - ces oven s o s Decentius
Magnus Pius..................... Pompey the Greal

Maximinus Pius Aug Germanicus. , . Maximinus_T

N

Nero Caes AUG.: oy« s e coan s Nero

Nero Claudius Caesar, .. .......... Nero

Nero Claudius Drusus. ............ Nero Claudius Drusus

32|



Name as It Frequently

-Annears_on_the Coins Common Name
P

P Sept Geta Caes. .......covciccin. Geta

Q

() Her Etr Mes Decius. .. ......... Herennius Etruscus
S

Ser Galba Imp Caes. . ............ Galba

1k

TCaesImp......................Titus

Ti Caes Augustus. . ............... Tiberius

Ti Claud Caes...................Claudits

The Informal and Formal Names
of the Emperors

As an additional aid, and in order to provide additional
information, the following two columns present, first, the
informal or common names of the emperors and some of their
contemporaries and, in the second column, the formal names
of the emperors.

Common Name Full Name

Aelius. . . Lucius Aelius Verus Caesar

Aemilian. . .Marcus Aemilius Aemilianus

Agrippa. . Marcus Vipsania Agrippa

Antowinus Pius. . Titus Aelius Hadrianus Antoninus
Augustus. . .Caius Iulius Caesar Octavianus
Auwrelian . . .Lucius Domitius Aurelianus

Balbinus. . . Decimus Caelius Balbinus
Brutus. . .Marcus lunius Brutus
Briitanicus. . . Tiberius Claudius Brittanicus

Caligula . . . Caius Caesar
Caracalla. .. Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
Carausius. . .Marcus Aurelius Mausaeus C arausius
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Common Name Full Name

Carus. . . Marcus Aurelius Carus

Claudius. . . Tiberius Claudius Drusus

Claudins 11. . . Marcus Aurelius Claudius

Clodius Albinus. . . Decimus Clodius Ceionius Septimius Albinus
Constans. . . Flavius lulius Constans

Constantine the Great. . . Flavius Valerius Constantinus
Constantine I1. . . Flavius Claudius Tulius Constantinus
Constantius I (Chlarus). . .Flavius Valerius Constantius
Constantius I1. . Flavius lulius Constantius

Decentius. . . Magnus Decentius

Delmatius. . . Flavius Tulius Delmatius

Diadumenian . . .Marcus Opelius Antoninus Diadumenianus
Didius Julianus. . . Marcus Didius Salvius Tulianus
Diocletian . . . Caius Valerius Diocletianus

Domitian . . . Titus Flavius Domitianus

Domitius Domitianus. . Lucius Domitius Domitianus

Elagabalus. . .Marcus Aurelius Antoninus
Florian. . .Marcus Annius Florianus

Galba. . Servius Sulpicius Galba

Galerius. . .Galerius Valerius Maximianus

Gallienus. . . Publius Licinius Valerianus Egnatis Gallienus
Germanicus. . .(Germanicus

Geta . . . Lucius (or Publius) Septimius Geta

Gordian I and III (Pius)...Marcus Antonius Gordianus
Gordian IT.. Marcus Antonianus Gordianus

Gratian . . . Flavius Gratianus

Hadrian . . .Publius Aelius Hadrianus

Hanniballianus . . . Flavius Claudius Hanniballianus

Herennius Etruscus. . .Quintus Herrenius Etruscus Messius
Decimus

Honorius. . .Flavius Honorius

Hostilian. . .Caius Valens Hostilianus Messius Quintus

Jovian. . .Flavius Claudius lovianus
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Common Name Full Name

Julius Caesar. . .Caius Iulius Caesar
Julian I.. Marcus Aurelius Tulianus
Julian I1. . Flavius Claudius lulianus

Laelianus. . . Ulpius Cornelius Laelianus

Lepidus. . . Marcus Aemilius Lepidus

Licinius I...Publius Flavius Galerius Valerius Licianus
Licinius

Licinius II. . .Flavius Valerius Licinianus Licinius

Macrianus I. . Marcus Fulvius Macrianus

Macrianus IT. . . Titus Fulvius Tulius Maerianus

Maerinus. . . Marcus Opelius Severus Macrinus

Magnentins . . . Flavius Magnus Magnentius

Magnus Maximus. . . Magnus Clemens Maximus

Muajorian. . lulianus Maiorianus

Marc Anthony. .. Marcus Antonius

Marcus Aurelius. . . Marcus Aelius Aurelius Verus

Marius. . Caius Marcus Aurelius Marius

Martinian . . .Marcus Martinianus

Maxentins. . . Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maxentius

Maximianus I (Herculius). . .Marcus Aurelius Valerius Maxi-
mianus

Maximinus I. .. Caius lulius Verus Maximinus

Maximinus 11 (Daza). . .Galerius Valerius Maximinus

Nepotian. . . Flavius Popilius Nepotianus Constantinus
Nero. . .Nero Claudius Caesar Drusus Brittanicus

Nero Claudius Drusus. . . Nero Claudius Drusus

Nerva, . .Marcus Cocceius Nerva

Numerian. . .Marcus Aurelius Numerianus

Olybrius. . . Ancius Olybrius
Othe. . .Marcus Salvius Otho

Pacatian. . . Tiberius Claudius Mar Pacatian
Pertinax. . .Publius Helvius Pertinax
Pescennius Niger. . .Caius Pescennius Niger
Philip 1. . Marcus lulius Philippus
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Common Name Full Name

Pompey the Great. . .Cnaeus Pompeius Magnus
Postumus . . . Marcus Cassianus Latinus Postumus
Probus . . .Marcus Aurelius Probus

Pupienus. . .Marcus Clodius Pupienus Maximus

Quietus . . . Fulvius Julius Quietus
Regalianus, . . Publius Caius Regalianus

Saturninus. . Sextus Tulius Saturninus

Septimins Severns. . . Lucius Septimius Severus

Severus Alexander. . . Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander
Severus I1. . . Flavius Valerius Severus

Sextus Pompey. . Sextus Pompeius Magnus

Tacitus. . .Marcus Claudius Tacitus

Tetricus I...Caius Pius Esuvius Tetricus

Theodosius I (The Great) . . . Flavius Theodosius

Tiberius . . . Tiberius Claudius Nero

Titus. . . Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus

Trajan. .. Marcus Ulpius Traianus

Trajan Decius. ..Caius Messius Quintus Traianus Decius

Trebonianus Gallus. . . Caius Vibius Trebonianus Gallus

Uranius Antoninus. . . Lucius Tulius Aurelius Sulpicius Uranius
Antoninus

Valentinian I. . .Flavius Valentinianus

Vespasian . . . Titus Flavius Sabinus Vespasianus
Victorinus. . . Marcus Piavvonius Victorinus

Vitellius . . . Aulus Vitellius

Volusian . . .Caius Vibius Volusianus Trebonianus Gallus
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The Reverse Figures on Roman Coins
(Deities and Personifications)

The variety of figures on the reverse of the coins is a subject
of more than passing interest. The types are numerous and a
reasonably complete list is included here. Most of the coins
picture a deity or a personification. A personification is the
personalizing of a place or of a thing. Concordia, as an example
is the personalizing of a thing, concord or harmony; Fortuna
is the personification of fortune, and so on. Many of the
coins have nothing on the reverse but a personification or a
deity. Most frequently, the figure may be identified by care-
fully observing its dress, or the objects held by the figure, or the
position of the figure itself. As a further example, it will be
noted that Spes, the personification of “hope," is usually
found walking, holding a flower, and slightly lifting her skirt.
A coin with this personification upon it would need no spelled-
out description for no other figure is represented in a similar
manner. Hercules, a deity, appears as a powerful man, wearing
a lion skin, and with a club in his hand. As such, he should
easily be recognizable.

The reader should be aware that all inscriptions appearing
on the reverses do not necessarily refer to, or identify, the figure.
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Cybele
381

Deities

AESCULAPIUS—The God of Medicine and
of healing. He is shown holding a staff about
which a serpent twines. (The insignia of the
medical and dental corps of the United States
Army.) He is sometimes accompanied by a
small figure, Telesphorus, his attendant.

APOLLO—The Sun God and God of Music
and the Arts. He usually has the title Con-
servator, or Palatinus (Protector of the
imperial residence on the Palatine) or Monetae
(deity of the mint). He is usually holding a
lyre.

CERES—The Goddess of Agriculture. Usu-
ally holding ears of corn, and frequently a
torch.

CYBELE-—The mother of the Gods. Usually
wears a crown and is in a car drawn by lions
or sits on a throne between lions,



DIANA—The Moon-Goddess. Sometimes has
a erescent of the moon above her head, or bow
and arrows, accompanied by hounds or deer.
Occasionally given the title of torch bearer
(Lucifera) and holds a torch. Other titles are
Conservatrix, Ephesia, and Victrix.

HERCULES—Representing Strength. Recog-
nizable by his excellent physique and the club
and lion skin.

JANUS—A double-headed deity infrequently
appearing on imperatorial coins. He was the
God of the past and future (looking both ways).

JUPITER—AIso Jove or Optimus Maximus
(the Best and Highest or Greatest). Appears
nude or semi-nude, and with a full beard.
Holds a thunderbolt in his right hand and a
scepter in his left. He was the Father of the
Gods, The titles are different on the coins. On
some he is called Conservator (the Conserv-
ator of the emperor or of the state), or Tonans
(the thunderer), or Stator (the stayer of armies
about to flee).

J piter
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JUNO—The wife of Jupiter. She holds a pa-
tera (a small dish used in Roman days for
drinking or for the pouring of libations)and
a scepter. Many times she is accompanied by
a peacock. . . . Some of her titles are Regina
(Queen), Lucina (as deity of childbirth),
Conservatrix and Vietrix,

LIBER—Bacchus. Liber is his I talian name.
Usually holds a wine cup and a staff sur-
mounted by a pine cone or a bunch of
grapes (thyrsus) and accompanied by a
panther,

MARS—The God of War. Shown, usually,
with shield and spear, and is of ten nude with
the exception of a helmet. Also, sometimes
shown with a trophv instead of a shield.
Some of his titles are Propugnator (fighter
.« » for Rome), or Ultor (the Avenger).
With the title Pacifer (Pacifyver) he bears
the olive branch representing peace.



\1 ER(‘L’R\ —The 'qusenger of the Gods.

carries a purse and caduceus. SUme of his
titles are Pacifer and Conservator.

MINERVA—Goddess of Wisdom. Patroness
of the Arts. Also the light of men in war. She
usually wears a shield and spear, and a
helmet. Some of her titles are Pacifera and
Vietrix.

NEPTUNE—God of the Sea. Usually holds
a trident and a dolphin. The prow of a
galley is sometimes included and many
coin-types show him with his foot upon the
prow.

Neptune
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ROMA—The Goddess of Rome, Usually
helmeted and in armor. Holds a sma
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VULCAN—God of Fire and Iron. The Iron-Monger of the
(ods. Usually shown with the tools of the Blacksmith's trade.

THE THREE GRACES— Euphrosyne,
Aglaia, and Thalia. Lesser deities who pre-
sided over the banquet, the dance, and
all social enjovments and elegant arts. The
three appear together,

The Three
Graces
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Persontifications

ABUNDANTIA — Abundance, plenty.
Holds ears of corn and cornucopiae (Horn
of Plenty).

AEQUITAS—Fair dealing, equity. Holds
scales and cornucopiae,

AETERNITAS—Eternity, stahility. Holds
torch, globe or scepter, or the heads of
the sun and the moon.

ANNONA— Corn harvest. Holds ears of
corn and cornucopiae and is usually shown
with the prow of a galley symbolizing the
necessity of having corn shipped into Rome
for its sustenance.



BONUS EVENTUS—Good luck, good for-
tune. A masculine personification. Holds
patera over altar, and cornucopiae.

CLEMENTIA—Mlercv, clemency. Holds
branch and scepter, and sometimes leans
upon a column,

LCONCORDIA—Harmony, concord. Holds
scepter, patera or cornucopiae,

FELICITAS—Happiness, prosperity. Holds
cornucopiae and caduceus.

FIDES—Good faith, confidence. Holds pat- 3
era and cornucopiae, or ears of corn and bas-
ket of fruit. As Fides Militum, holds two
standards or other evidence of a military
nature.
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FORTUNA—Fortune. Holds rudder and
cornucopiae. At times shown resting on
globe. May also hold olive branch or patera.

HILARITAS — Rejoicing, mirth. Holds
cornucopiae and long palm. Sometimes two
small children are shown and freqoently
one child.

HONOS—Honor. A masculine personifica-
tion. Holds olive branch or scepter, and
cornucopiae.

INDULGENTIA— Indulgence, mercy.
Holds patera and scepter.

Indulgentia
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JUSTITIA— Justice. Holds olive branch,
or patera, and scepter. Infrequently she
is seen holding scales.

LAETITIA—]Joy. Holds wreath and scep-
ter, or occasionally a rudder on a globe in
place of the scepter. She may rest her hand
on an anchor.

LIBERALITAS—Liberality. Holds tablet
(tessera) and cornucopiae.

LIBERTAS—Liberty, freedom. Holds a
pointed cap of liberty (pileus) and scep-
ter.




MONETA—Money, mint. Holds scales
and cornucopiae. Sometimes three figures
appear, as pictured.

Moneta

PATIENTIA—Patience, endurance, Holds
scepter.

PAX—Peace. Holds olive branch and scep-
ter, or cornucopiae.

PIETAS—Piety, dutifulness. Quite frequent-
ly veiled. Holds patera and scepter. Some-
times is shown sacrificing at the altar.
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PROVIDENTIA—Providence. Holds ba-
ton and scepter. Occasionally a globe
appears at her feet.

PUDICITIA—Chastity, modesty. Usually
veiled holding scepter.

SALUS—Health, welfare, safety. Holds
patera from which she feeds a serpent
coiled around an altar. Sometimes she is
lound holding the serpent in her arms
and feeding it.

SECURITAS—Security, confidence. Holds
stepter or patera.

Securilas
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SPES—Hope. Holds flower. Is usually
walking, slightly lifting her skirt.

UBERITAS—Fertility. Holds cornuco-
piae.

Vicioria

VICTORIA—Victory, winged. Holds wreath
and palm. May be bearing a shield or may be
writing upon a shield or erecting a trophy.
(The process of erecting a trophy was an
ancient one and symbolized victory over the
enemv & e dfeald? )

VIRTUS—A masculine personification for
courage. Usually shown in complete armor,
holding Victory and a spear, or a spear and
a shield.




The Reverse Inscriptions on Roman Coins

Any attempt to list all of the inscriptions found on the coins
ol the Roman empire would be a task beyvond comprehension.
The list included here is presented for the purpose of giving
the reader a small cross section of the manifold varieties in
existence. Quite frequently the value of a particular cain is
determined by the reverse, for some reverses are much rarer
than others.

Many of the coins are without inseriptions of any kind
with the exception of the letters SC (on coins of the early
empire) and figures representing deities or personifications.
The letters SC, mean Senatus Consultum, the senate consulted.
The senate had under its control the minting of all coins other
than those struck in gold. Practically speaking, this was
merely pap thrown to the senate by the emperor, for he was
supreme in every sense of the word, and remained so until the
armies realized, only too quickly, that the elevation of an
emperor was completely within their hands. Thus, S C, is a
symbol, true, but a symbol which should not be taken too
literally despite its universal use upon the coins.

The various combinations of inscriptions are exceedingly
numerous. By “combination” it is meant the various ad-
jectives which are used to describe the many different per-
sonalities. In the instance of Mars, we find:

Mars Vietor. . . ....... . Mars the Victor

Marti Conservatori. .. .(to) Mars the Conservator
Marti Pacifer... ... .. (to) Mars the Pacifyer
Marti Propugnatori... . (to) Mars the Defender
Mars Ultor. . . ......... Mars the Avenger

And so on. These same adjectives are used to describe other
Deities or personifications. Thus, for Jupiter we find, to
name a few:
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lovi Conservatori.. ... {ta) Jupiter the Conservator
Tovi Statofi-..c: .o = (to) Jupiter the Stabilizer or Provider
lovi Propugnatori. . . . (to) Jupiter the Defender

In the later empire certain symbols became quite common.
Among these are the abbreviated forms, singular and plural,
of the words Dominus Noster (Our Lord, but in the liberal
sense meaning our lord and ruler, of the Roman people). The
symbol D N, therefore, means Dominus Noster, in one gram-
matical case or another. D D N N is the plural for D N and
indicates two rulers or more. N N would be the plural for the
word “‘our.”

Thus,

victoria Aeterna Aug NN
Eternal Glory for OUR emperors

The same peculiar method of describing pluralities would
apply in the case of the abbreviation, AUG, or CAES. Two
rulers would be indicated by adding another g" to the end
of AUG. This would then show on the coin as AUGG. The
same is true for the designation of Caesar. Two Caesars would
be shown as CAESS. It was an excellent means of conserving
space on the coin.

The inscriptions which follow are exactly as they appear
on certain coins. This means that all, oy part of the inscription
is abbreviated. It will be noted that many words which appear
to the eye to be the same possess different endings. This is
due to the exact use of the word within the inscription itself.

The endings are changed because of a change of gram-
matical wage (And s Rome .ip Latin .mav appear as b-
manorum, the genitive (possessive) case, or as Roma, the
nominative case, depending upon its use. Venus, is the nom-
inative case while Veneris, denotes the genitive (possessive)
case. Keeping these examples in mind should prevent a con-
siderable amount of confusion.

Finally, many of the inscriptions we are accustomed to
observe on the obverse of the coin appear upon the reverse
of quite a few coins. We find TR P, COS, PM, PP and others
appearing as part of reverse inscriptions. In many instances
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the above are carried over from the obverse in order to com-
plete the mscription.

The INSCRIPTIONS are printed in Ialic Type.
Their LIBERAL MEANINGS are printed in Regular Type.

Inscription Liberal Meaning

Advent Aug (or Augg). . .Arrival of the emperor, or emperors.

Adventui Aug Felicissimo. . . Refers to the felicitations of the
Roman people upon the return of the emperor.

Aeternae memoriae. . .(to) Eternal remembrance.

Apolloni sancto. . .(to) Holy Apollo.

Beata tranquillitas. . .Peace and tranquility (of the state).

Bono Genio Pii Imperatoris. . . The good Genius of the emperor.

Bonus Eventus. . .Good events, or happenings.

Brutus Imp L. Plaet est. . Brutus imperator Lucius Plaetoris,

Cereri Frugif. .. (to) The fruit-bearing Ceres.

Claritas Reipub. . .Brightness of the Republic.

Clementia Temp. .. Clemency of the emperor (at the time).

Colonia Bostra, . A colony of Bostra (Arabia).

Concord Aequit. . .Concord of Equity.

Concordia Augg. . .Concord of the emperors.

Concord Mili or Concordia Militum . . Military concord.

Conserv Urb Suae. . .Conserver of the city (Rome).

Comiti Augg NN. Retinue of the emperors.

Dacia. . .A country.

Deo Vuleano. . . (to) The god Vulcan.

Diana Lucifera. . .Diana the bringer of light.

Dis Genitalibus. . .For having children.

Divo Maximiane Patri Maxentius Aug. . Divine Maximian,
father of the emperor Maxentius.

DN Licini Augusti. . .(to) our lord Licinius, emperor.

Dominor Nostror Caess. . .Caesars, our lords.

Lreuli Victori. . Of the victories of Hercules.

Exsc Ob Cives Servatus. . Refers to the good deeds of the
citizens,

Fecund Awgustae. . . (to) August goddess of Tertility.



Inscription Liberal Meaning

Fel Temp Reparatio. .  Restoration ol the happv times.

Felicitas Augg NN... Happiness of our emperors,

Felicitas Reipublicae. . .Happiness of the Republic.

Felix Advent Augg NN .. Happy arrival of both our emperors.

Fides Exerc, or Fides Exercitum . . Fidelity of the soldiers, or
of the army.

Fides Mutua Augg.. Mutual love of the two emperors.

Fort Red, or Fortuna Redux . . . Fortunate return of our emperor.

Fortunae Reducti Auge NN ... Fortunate return of both of our
EMpEerors.

Genio Antiocheni. . Genius (Guardian) of Antioch.

Genio Augg et Caesarum NN...Genius of the emperors and
our Caesars.

Genio Awngusti, Genio Imperatoris. . .Genius of the emperor.

Genio Pop Rom. .. Genius of the Roman people.

Genius Senatus. . .Genius of the senate,

Germania. . .A country, province.

Gloria Novi Saeculi...The glory of the new age.

Gloria Romanorum . .. The glorv of Rome. (Ol the Romans.)

Hilaritas Augg. . Mirth, or joy, of our emperors.

Hoe Signo Victor Eris. . .By this sign shalt thou be the victor
(or, shalt thou conquer).

Honos. . .Honor.

Honos et Viriws. . .Honor and virtue.

Indulgentia Augg In Caril. .. Indulgence of the emperors to
Carthage.

Lovi Conservatori Augg NN ... (to) Jupiter, conservator ol our
emperors.

lov Fxsup, eic, . .Jove (Jupiter) who excels in all things.

lTovi Propugnatori. . (to) Jupiter the defender.

Towi Statori. . . (to) Jupiter the stabilizer.

lovi Vol Suse Pro Sel Caes Auwg SPOR . Nows to Jupiter by
the senate and the Roman people for the restoration of
the health of the emperor.

Tul. . Julius, or Julia.

e Junior,

Tuno Feliy. . Happy Juno.
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Inscription Liberal Meaning

Tino Lucina. . . Goddess of light.

Juno Regina. .. Juno the Queen.

Tunoni Martiali. . .(to) the war-like Juno.

Tuppitor Cuslos. . In the custody of Jupiter.

Tustitia. . . Justice.

Tuventus Augustus. . . The voung Augustus.

Isis Faria. . . lsis, protectress of the Island of Pharos.

Laetit Fundata, Laetitia Fund.. . Well founded rejoicing.

Leg I, Leg II, Leg II1, etc. .. The numbers of the legions.

Lib Aug, etc. . Liberality of the emperor.

Lihero P Cons Aug. .. Liberal father, protect the emperor.

Mag Pius...Great and pious.

Mars Ultor. . . Mars, the avenger.

Mars Victor. . .Mars, the victor.

Mart Pac, Marti Pacif, or Pacifero... Mars, the pacifier.

Martta Conservalori. . (to) Mars, the conserver.

Marti Propugt. . .(to) Mars, the defender.

Mauretania . . .A province.

Miliarum Saecidum . . .Commencement of the new era, or age.

AMiner Fautr...Minerva who gives favors.

Moneta Aug. . Money of the emperor.

Munificentia Aug. . Munificence of the emperor.

N.F. .. Nobilissima Femina (Most noble woman),

Oriens Aug. . . Rising sun (of the emperor).

Pacator Orbis. . Pacifier of the earth.

Pace Pr Ubig Parta Tanwm Clusit. . Refers to the portal of
Janus being closed, indicating peace.

Paci Augustae. . . "To the peace of the emperor.

Par, Ar, Ad, etc.. . Parthia, Arabia, Adiabenius (conquered
nations).

Pax Fundata Cum Persis. . .Firm peace with the Persians.

Pietas Mutue Aug. . . The mutual piety of the two Augusti.

Pretas Romana ., . . Roman piety.

Popul Tussu. . By order of the Roman people.

Promi Dycennules. . (ol the) First period of ten years,
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Inscription Liberal Meaning

Profectio Aug. .. The emperor setting out for a visit or ex-
pedition.

Prov Deor, Provid Deor, Providentic Deorum. . .Providence of
the gods.

Providentiae Caess. . . The provident Caesars.

Rector Orbis. . Master of the world.

Regi Artis. .. (To the) King of the Arts.

Relig Aug. . . Religion of the emperor.

Reliqua Vetera II S Novies Mill Abolita . . Refers to the liber-
ality of the emperor (Hadrian) in remitting debts.

Reparatio Reipub. .. Restoration of the Republic.

Restitutor Africae. . . Restitutor, or ruler of Africa.

Restitutor Orbis. . Restitutor, or ruler of the world.

Restitutor Urbis. . . Restitutor, or ruler of the city.

Sac Mon Urb Augg et Caes NN or Sacra Monet Augg et Caes
Nostr. . .Sacred money of Rome, our emperors and our
Caesars.

Saec Fel. . Happy Age.

Saeculi (or Seculi) Felicitas. . Happy Age (also, refers to the
secular games).

Saeculo Frugifero. . .(to) The fruitful age.

Saeculum Novum . .. The new age.

Sal Gen Hum.. Salus Generis Humani (Lasting health to
all humans).

Salus DD NN Auwug et Caes...The health of Augustus and
Caesar, our lords.

Salus Reipublicae. . . The health of the Republic,

Sanct Deo Soli Elagabal. . . (to) Holy Sun-God Elagabalus.

Sarmatia Devicta. . Victory over Samaria.

Securit Imperii. . .Security of the empire.

Securit Perp. .  Eternal security.

Serapi Comili Aug. .. (to) Serapis, Companion and god of the

emperor.
Soli Invicto Camiti. . . (to) The unconguerable Sun-God.
Senatus Populusgue Romanun ., . 'The senate and the Roman
peaple.



Inscription Liberal Meaning

SPQOR Optimo Principi. . . The senate and the Roman people
to the highest prince.

Spes Perpetua. . _Eternal hope.

Spes Romanorum . . .Hope of the Romans.

Summus Sacerdos Aug. . .Highest prince (or priest) Augustus.

Tempor Felix... The happy times.

Tiberis. . . The Tiber (A personification).

Ubertas. , . Fertility.

Undigue Victores. . . Victory everywhere.

Urbs Roma Felix...The happy city, Rome.

Veneri Vietrici. . .(to) Venus the Victress.

Veniis Coelestis. - .Heavenly Venus.

Venus Felix. . .Happy Venus.

Victoria Aeterna Aug N. . Eternal Victory for our emperor.

Victoriae DD Augg ) NN.. .(to) Victory for our 5 lords and
princes.

Victoriae Laetae Prine Perp.. . (to) Victory rejoicing eternal
prince,

Virtus Exerciti. .. Referring to the courage of the army,

Virtus Militum . . Victory (Virtue) of the army.

Virtus Romanoruni . . Virtue of the Romans.

Vot Susc or Vota Suscepta. . Sacrifice vows.

Votis Decennalibus. . Vows of the ten years, or the tenth year.

Vata Publica. . .Public vows.



Mint Marks

Roman coins began to carry mint marks around the middle
of the third century AD. With the use of these mint marks the
emperor had reasonably strict control over the actions of
the mint officials. Coins of inadequate weight (indicating that
a mint official was filling his personal purse) were then easily
traced to the guilty person or persons.

The mint mark is found on the exergual (bottom) of the
reverse. (enerally, it consists of three parts: a letter indicating
pecunia (p), money, or SM (Sacred money), or M (Moneta).
The next letter or letters would indicate the place where the
coin was struck. (ROM, Rome; SIR, Sirmium; etc.). Last,
the symbol, either in Greek or Latin, indicating the workshop
in that particular place. As an example, il the Greek system
was used, the first letters of the Greek alphabet (Alpha, Beta,
Gamma, etc.) would be found upon the coin, indicating the
particular workshop, Workshop number 1 would be Alpha;
workshop number 2, Beta; and so on. The Latin system would
be used in exactly the same manner and so Prima would be
workshop number 1; secunda, workshop number 2; tertia,
workshop number 3. The symhols, in this instance, would be
“P” for prima, "'S" for secunda, and “T" for tertia.

The following list is a reasonably complete one, and includes
most of the more common mints. The names of modern towns
appear in parentheses,

Alexandria (Egypt). . Al, Ale, Alex.

Ambianum (dmiens, France)...Amb, Ambi.

Antioch (Awniikiva, Svria). . .An, Ant.

Aquileia (Aguileje, fialy). .. Aq, Aqvi.

Arelatum (Aples, France). .. \r, Arl

Camulodunum (Celchester, Eng.). . .C.

Carthage (Ruins near Tunis, North Alrica). . K, Kar, Kart.
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Constantinople (Istanbul, Turkev)...C, Con, Cons, Kon,
I<ons, Konst.

Cyzicus (Kapu Dagh, Turkey). . .Cuz, Cuzic. Cyvz, Cyzic, K,
Kv, Kvz, Ky.

Heraclea (Eregli, Turkey). . .H, Her, Heracl, Ht, Htr.

Londinium (Londen)...L, L], Ln, Lon.

Lugdunum (Lyens, France)...ld, Lg, Lug, lLugd.

Mediolanum (Milan, Italy)...Md, Med.

Nicomedia (Jzmit, Turkev). . N, Nic, Mico, Nik.

Narbo (Narbonne, France)...Nar

Ostia (The port of Rome). . .Ost.

Ravenna (Ravenna, ltaly)...Rav.

Rome. . .R, Rm, Rom, Roma, Urb Rom.

Serdica (Sephia, Bulgaria). . .Sd, Ser, Serd.

Sirmium (Ruins near Mitrovica, Yugoslavia). . .Sir, Sirm.

Siscia (Sisak, Yugoslavia)...S, Sis, Sisc, Sm.

Thessalonica (Greece)...TE, Tes, Th, Ts, Oes.

Ticinum (Pawvia, Italv)...T.

Treveri (Trier, France)...Tr, Tre.

Antontiianus
struck in
Constantinople
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Chronological Sketches
of the Emperors,
Their Contemporaries and Families

Any attempt to tell the story of Roman Emperors in as brief a
manner as is here presented is obviously quite inadequate.
However, these little sketches should be of benefit for a hurried
background to the collector who is not familiar with the history
of Rome. The coins themselves, after all, are but little metal
manifestations of the greater story . .. the story of Rome itself.

It is impossible to escape the joy, the tragedy, the violence,
and the monumental egoism of the people whose hands guided
the destinies of millions of Romans.

We read of the tragedy of the emperor-father who com-
mitted suicide upon learning of the death of his son in battle.
(Gordianus Africanus.) The moral concept of our time forces
us to eringe at the profligacy of Tiberius or the insane de-
Joravity of Calignla. who thogrh® @ made dié dorse consun!
The great promise which Domitian showed in his early vears
turned into a disappointing performance of excessive cor-
ruption. How did the pupil of the philosopher Seneca (Nero)
learn his lessons to become so imbued with evil that he de-
stroved almost evervone who surrounded him including the
mother whose wiles had elevated him to his high position
(Agrippina), and a wile (Poppaea)? Even his teacher suffered
a similar fate. Assassination, here, reached a high artistic
standard.

Do we understand this woman who was mother of an em-
peror, wile of an emperor, and sister of an emperor? Her
ambition brought her the ultimate in every material phase
but her actions disgusted even her dissolute son whaom. she
had made emperor. He ardered her to be poisoned. (Agrippina,
mother of Nero, wife of the emperor Claudius, sister of the
emperor Caligula.)

How low the tides of government had sunk when that very
government had to be auctioned to the person who was the
highest bidder. Didius Julianus achieved this dubious dis-
tinction only to meet a violent death shortly thereafter. And
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the emperor Marius. Little is known of him because he ruled
for about two or three days. There was a child-emperor, too.
Valentinianus Il was proclaimed emperor at the age of 3,
not an age to be able to decide whether such a title was to his
advantage. He was murdered in his twentieth vear.

We read about the boy-ruler. Emperor at the age of 14
and 4 vears later dragged, dead, through the streets of Rome
to be thrown into the Tiber. Despite his extreme youth he
rapidly matured in the fine art of vicious cruelty. (Elagabalus.)

We wonder about the man who thought enough of the throne
to wage battle for it but who, upon achieving his ambition,
concerned himself more with the luxuries of his table. His fate
was to be seized in his palace and to be ignominiously dragged
through the streets of Rome to be killed by the mob. (Vitellius.)

What do we say of Commodus? Commodus, the son of the
noble and good Marcus Aurelius; Commodus, in whom the
sons of Rome had implacable faith that the excellent govern-
ment of his father would be continued. He answered this faith
placed in him by a rule of terror, evil, and corruption. Fate
kept an accurate record, however, and his last moments were
ruthlessly pressed out of him as he died by strangulation at
the hands of an underling.

Fratricide was the peculiar talent possessed by Caracalla.
It did not please him to have to share the empire with his
brother Geta although it was his father's expressed wish that
he do so. And so he had his brother murdered. As if this were
not enough he ordered, in addition, that all effigies of his
brother . . . on monuments and coins be destroyed. That this
was not carried out is indicated by the existence of an abun-
dance of coins of Geta. Caracalla was, himself, murdered.

Yet, there are softer pages as well.

There was a time, a pitifully short time, indeed, when the
fartunes of men were guided by the excellent and wise hands
of a Nerva, Trajan, Hadrian, Antoninus Pius, and Marcus
Aurelius. These few 80 some-odd years saw peace predominate
and Sagacity upon the throne.

Your coins will have a greater meaning if you pursue this
magnificent story of a people, without whom there would
liave been no coins . . . and not much of anything.
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Chronological Briefs of the Emperors,

Their Families and Contemporaries

AUGUSTUS—Gaius (or Caius) Julius Caesar
Octavianus. First Roman emperor. Great
nephew of Julius Caesar who adopted him as
heir to the throne. Joined Mark Anthony and
Lepidus in forming the Second Triumvirate.
Received the title of Augustus from the senate.
Ruler of the Roman world in 29 BC. Died in
14 AD at the age of 77.

LIVIA—Wife of Tiberius Claudius Nero by
whom she had two children: Tiberius, later
emperor, and Nero Claudius Drusus. Was
forced by Augustus to divorce her husband
and marry him. Died in 29 AD at the probable
ripe age of 85.

AGRIPPA—DMarcus Vipsanius Agrippa. Ro-
man general. A close [riend of Augustus and
his heir. Predeceased the emperor, however,
in 12 BC at the age of 51.

JULIA—Daughter of Augustus. Born 39 BC.
Her profligacies forced her father to banish
her. She was the wife of the following: Mar-
cellus, Agrippa, and the emperor Tiberius.
Died in 14 Al at the age of 33.




CAIUS AND LUCIUS CAESARS—Sons of
Agrippa and Julia. Caius died 4 AD, Lucius,
2 AD.

TIBERIUS—Tiherius Claudius Nero. The
2nd Roman emperor. Reigned during the time
of Christ. Was a just and kind ruler at first,
(he became emperor at the death of Augustus
who adopted him after the death of Agrippa)
but gradually became base and cruel. Much of
this due to the evil influence of Sejanus. He
was born in 42 BC, became emperor in 14 AD
and died at Capri, where he spent the last 10
vears of his life, in the vear of 37 AD.

DRUSUS, JR.—Born 14 or 15 BC, died 23
AD. Son of emperor Tiberius and Vipsania.
His wife Livilla was seduced by Sejanus and
Sejanus and Livilla successfully plotted the
death, by poisoning, of Drusus.

NERO CLAUDIUS DRUSUS—Brother of
Tiberius and father of emperor Claudius. Died
in 9 BC, reputedly as a result of being thrown
by his horse.

ANTONTA—Daughter of Marc Anthony and
Octavia. Grandmother of the emperor Nero,
Poisoned by Nero's orders in 38 AD. She was
about 77 vears of age at her death.

Catus and Lucius
Caesars

Antonia
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Culigula

GERMANICUS—Son of Nero Claudius
Drusus. Nephew of the emperor Tiberius.
A great popular favorite. Died near Antioch
in 19 AD quite possibly by poisoning under
orders from Tiberius.

AGRIPPINA THE ELDER—Daughter
ol Agrippa and Julia (daughter of Augus-
tus) wife of Germanicus and mother of the
emperor Caligula. After the death of her
hushand she was banished to the island of
Pandataria where she died in 33 AD at
the probable age ol 46.

NERO AND DRUSUS CAESARS—Sons
of Germanicus and Agrippina. Nero died
in 31 AD, Drusus in 33 AD.

CALIGULA—Caius Caesar. Roman em-
peror, 37-41 AD. Youngest son of Ger-
manicus and Agrippina. From his associa-
tion with the soldiers in his vouth when
he wore the Roman boots called Caligae,
he was named Caligula (little boot)., As
heir to Tiberius, he ruled with reasonable-
ness at first, but soon became excessively
depraved and eruel. He was undoubiedly
insane and even thought to name his horse
Consul. He was assassinated by the Prae-
torian guard in 41 AD, ar the age of 29,



CAESONIA—Fourth wife of Caligula.
Murdered with her husband.

DRUSILLA—Sister of Caligula. Daughter
of Germanicus and Agrippina.

CLAUDIUS—Tiberius Claudius Drusus.
Roman emperor 41-34 AD. Son of Nero
Claudius Drusus and Antonia. Became em-
peror by acclamation of the legions upon
the death of Caligula. Married four times,
the most prominent wives being Messalina,
and then the younger Agrippina, who was
the mother of the future emperor Nero.
She had Claudius adopt her son Nero to
the disadvantage of his own son, Brittani-
cus. He was the uncle of Agrippina (his
father, Nero Claudius Drusus was a brother
of Germanicus, the father of Agrippina).
Her cruelty reached the highest extreme
when she had Claudius poisoned in the year
54 AD. He was 64 years of age.

AGRIPPINA THE YOUNGER—She was
the mother of an emperor (Nero), the sis-
ler of an emperor (Caligula), daughter of
Germanicus and Agrippina. Noted for her
excessive cruelties, she was the vicious
daughter of a noble and fine mother. Alter
poisoning her hushand, the emperor Clau-
dius, she, in turn, was poisoned by her son
Nero in 539 AD at the probable age of 44.

BRITTANTCUS—Tiberius Claudius Brit-
tanicus. Son of Claudius and Messalina.
Having been set aside as the logical heir
to the throne due to the intercession of
Agrippina Junior on behalf of her own son
Nero, he was subsequently poisoned by
Nero in 535 AD at the age of 13 or 14




Clodins Macer

NERO—Nero Claudius Caesar  Drusus
Germanicus. Roman emperor 54-68 AD,
Became emperor at the death of Claudius.
Was a pupil of the philosopher Seneca
whom he subsequently had commit suicide.
The very first part of his reign was unevent-
ful, but he learned his cruelties easily and
soon became a terror to the noble families
of Rome. He poisoned Brittanicus, had Oc-
tavia murdered, poisoned his mother Agrip-
pina who was instrumental, through her
great capacity for evil, in placing him upon
the throne. He was accused of setting the
great fire at Rome. Needing scapegoats for
his heinous crimes he persecuted the Chris-
tians. He was finally forced to commit
suicide in 68 AD at the age of 31.

POPPAEA—Poppaea Sabina. She was the
wife of Crispinus and the mistress of Otho.
She subsequently divorced Crispinus to
marry Otho. Upon this auspicious occasion
she became the mistress of the emperor
Nero, so she divorced Otho and married
Nero. Her ultimate reward was a violent
kick by Nero which resulted in her death,
probably in 65 AD.

CLODIUS MACER—Lucius Clodius Ma-
cer. He was propraetor in Africa during the
reign of Nero. Refused to recognize Galba
as the new emperor after Nero's death and,
as a result, was captured by Galba's troops
and killed.

GALBA—Roman emperor for 7 months
68-69 AD. Proclaimed emperor by the
practorian guard after Nero's suicide. Tis
harsh discipline was resented by his sal-
diers and he was killed by them. He was
63 vears of age.



THO—DMarcus Salvius Otho. Emperor
7 three months in the vear 69 AD. En-
ious because he was not named Galba's
weir, he led an insurrection and after the
leath of Galba was proclaimed emperor,
He was defeated in battle by Vitellius and

committed suicide at the age of 37.

VITELLIUS—Aulus Vitellius. Emperor,
|an. to Dec., 69 AD. His legions proclaimed
for him after the death of Galba at the
:ame time Otho's legions declared for him.
His forces defeated Otho in battle and he
vas sole emperor for the briel time stated
thove, The Illyrian legions, meanwhile, de-
lared for Vespasian, Vespasian's forces de-
vated him and he suffered an ignominious
death, afterwards being dragged through
he streets by the mob. His banquets, at
vhich he gorged himself, were known far
nd wide and it was said that if he had paid
more attention to affairs of state than to
his exploits in eating, he might have sur-
vived. He was 34 at his death.

VESPASIAN—Titus Flavius Sabinus Ves-
pasianus. The first of the Flavian emper-
rs. Ruled 69-79 AD. Held various offices
nd became proconsul in Africa under Nero.

Othe

Vitellius




Titus

TITUS—Emperor, 79-81 AD. Son of Ves-
pasian and Domitilla. Known for his sub-
jection of Judaea in the year 70. He led a
rather profligate life before becoming em-
peror, but upon ascending the throne he-
came an efficient emperor. He died in 81
AD at the age of 41.

JULIA TITI—Daughter of Titus.

DOMITIAN—Titus Flavius Domitianus.
Second son of Vespasian. Emperor 81-96
AD, The early part of his reign was un-
eventful, the latter part found him to be
insatiably eruel and tyrannical. He was
finally murdered, to the obvious reliel of
all concerned. His wife Domitia was one
of the conspirators. He was 43 at his death.

NERVA—NMarcus Cocceius Nerva. Em-
peror 96-98 AD. Held responsible offices
under Vespasian, Titus, and Domitian.
Was consul with Domitian in the vear 90
Al He was the first of the excellent em-
perors who were to rule for the next cighty
some odd vears. He died in 98 AD at the
age of oD,



TRAJAN—Marcus Ulpius Trajanus. Em-
perar 98-117. Adopted as Nerva's heir in
97. Under him the Roman Empire reached
its greatest extent. He was an excellent
cmperar. He was 65 at his death in 117.

PLOTINA—Wife of Trajan.

MARCIANA—Sister of Trajan.

MATIDIA—Daughter of Marciana.

HADRIAN—Publius  Aelius  Hadrianus.
Cmperor 117-138. Nephew of Trajan and
his heir. Erected many fine buildings in
Home and elsewhere. He continued the fine
overnment of his two predecessars. Died
1138 at the age of 62,

Hudvian
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Fausfina the Elder
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SABINA—Wife of Hadrian. Predeceased
him in 137.

AELIUS—Lucius  Aelius Verus Caesar.
Adopted by Hadrian as his heir, but he
died in 138,

ANTONINUS PIUS—Titus Aelius Ha-
drianus Antoninus. (Originally, before his
adoption by Hadrian after the death of
Aelius his name was Titus Aurelius Fulvus
Boionius Arrius.) Emperor 138-161. En-
joved a peaceful and prosperous reign.
Because of this, history has little to record
of his rule. He adopted his nephew Marecus
Aurelius whom his daughter Faustina had
married. 75 vears of age at death.

FAUSTINA THE ELDER—Wife of An-
toninus Pius. Her [ull name was Annia
Galeria Faustina. She and her daughter
were both noted for their lack of morals,
although the dauchter, wife of Mlarcus
Aurelivs, hettered her mother in this re-
spect. She died in 141 at the age of 37.



MARCUS  AURELIUS—Marcus  Aelius
Aurelius Verus. Emperor, 161-180, Had
been adopted by Antoninus Pius as his heir,
along with Lucius Verus. Verus was his
colleague in government. He was a phi-
losopher and was a step towards the Pla-
tonic concept of the philosopher king. His
“Meditations' are still extant. He was 69
at his death in 180.

ANNIUS VERUS—Son of Marcus Aure-

lius.

FAUSTINA THE YOUNGER—Wife of
Marcus Aurelius, noted for her profligacy.
Her irregularities were said to have been
known by evervbodyv except Marcus him-
sell. She died in 175 at the probable age of
0.

LUCIUS VERUS—Lucius Aurelius Verus.
Originally Lucius Ceionius Commodus. Col-
league of Marcus Aurelius. Had been
adopted by Antoninus Pius as had been
Marcus Aurelius. Died in 169 at the age
of 39,

LUCTILLA —Wile of Lucius Verus,
Died in 183.
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COMMODUS — Lucius  Aelius  Aurelius
Commodus. The abrupt halt to a happy
era. The dissolute son of a noble father,
he was emperor from 180-192. His reign
was a retrogression to all of the evil which
existed before Nerva. Cruel, intemperate,
and prodigal, he was finally strangled to
death while in a drunken stupor. He was
31 vears of age at his death.

CRISPINA—Wife of Commodus.

PERTINAX—Publius Helvius Pertinax.
Emperor in year 193. He was chosen em-
peror against his will after the death of
Commodus. Certain reforms instituted by
him met with disfavor and the reactionary
element of the praetorian guard murdered
him in 193. He was 67 at his death.

DIDIUS JULTANUS—Marcus Didius Sal-
vius Julianus (or Severus Julianus). Ruled
about three months in the year 193. The
most notable thing about this emperor was
the fact that he purchased the throne at
auction, an indication of how low the tides
of empire had fallen. He was almost im-
mediately unpopular and was slain. He was

60 vears of age at his death.

MANLIA SCANTILLA—Wife of Didius
Julianus.




DIDIA CLARA — Daughter of Didius
Julianus,

PESCENNIUS NIGER—Caius Pescennius
Sdeer. . Proclaimed _emoeror by Lthe  Sudan
legions. The armies of Severus defeated him
and he fled only to be subsequently captured
and put to death along with all the members
of his family, in 194,

CLODIUS ALBINUS—Decimus Clodius Cei-
onius Septimius Albinus. Elevated to Caesar
under Severus, but after Severus defeated
Niger he had the senate declare Albinus a
public enemy. After a battle near Lyons,
Albinus was defeated and slain in 197.

SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS—Lucius Septimius
Severus. Emperor, 193-211. Held important
posts under Marcus Aurelius. Declared against
Julianus and Niger, as well as Albinus and
assumed the supreme control. He was 65 at
his death in 211,

[ULIA DOMNA—Wife of the emperor Seve-
rus, mother of the emperors Caracalla and
Greta, Was o person of considerable intelleer,
She commivred suicide afver the death of Cara-
valla, in 217, She was about 50 at her death.

Didia Clara

Pescennius Niger

Julia Dantita
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CARACALLA—NMarcus Aurelius Antoninus.
Original name, Bassianus. Emperor 211-217.
Son of the emperor Severus. Caracalla was a
nickname given to him because of the long
coat known by that name which he introduced
to Rome from Gaul. He was, at first, joint
emperor with his brother Geta, but he con-
vinced the praetorian guard to name him sole
emperor. He had his brother murdered and,
according to some sources, some twenty thou-
sand others as well. He was a treacherous,
worthless profligate who was finally murdered
by Macrinus. He was 29 vears of age at his
death in 217.

PLAUTILLA—Wife of Caracalla.

GETA—Lucius Septimius Geta. Younger son
of Severus. Joint ruler with his brother Cara-
calla (209-212). However, the desire on the
part of Caracalla for supreme and sole power
caused him to have Geta murdered, and all
ethgies, coins, and other permanent works
with the image of Geta destroved. Gieta was
23 vears of age when he was murdered.

MACRINUS—Mlarcus Opelius Severus NMac-
rinus. Emperor 217-218. Instrumental in the
death of Caracalla. The Parthians, in revolt,
defeated him. He became unpopular with the
army and was subsequently slain in 218 at
the age of 34.



DIADUMENIAN—Marcus Opelius Antoni-
nus Diadumenianus. Son of Macrinus, Killed
in the revolt which resulted in his father's
death.

ELAGABALUS or HELIOGABALUS—Mar-
cus Aurelius Antoninus. Originally, Varius
Avitus Bassianus. Emperor 218-222. He was
a priest in the temple of the sun-god at Emesa,
and thus his name. Defeated Macrinus in
battle and then went on to practice extreme
debaucheries and cruelties. He was slain by
the praetorian guard at the age of 18, dragged
along the streets with his mother who also
had been slain, and thrown unceremoniously Elogabalus or
into the Tiber. Heliogabalus

JULIA PAULA—First wife of Elagabalus.
He divorced her after a year of marriage.

AQUILIA SEVERA—Second wife of Ela-
gabalus. He divorced her, but returned to her
after divorcing his third wife, Annia Faustina.

ANNIA FAUSTINA—Third wife of Ela-
gabalus. Divorced her and returned to his
second wife, Aquilla Severa.

Annia Foustina

75



JULIA SOAEMIAS—Mother of Elagabalus.
Murdered with him.

JULIA MAESA—Grandmother of Elaga-
balus.

SEVERUS ALEXANDER—Marcus Aure-
lius Severus Alexander. Adopted by his cousin
Elagabalus as his heir. Ruled from 222-235.
He was a just and wise ruler, but was slain by
some mutinous soldiers on his way to Germany
to subdue a revolt. His mother was slain with
him. He was probably 27 yvears of age at his
death.

ORBIANA—Third wife of Severus Alexander.

(rbiana
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JULIA MAMAEA—DMother of Severus Alex-
ander. Murdered by.mutinous soldiers along
with her son in 235,

URANIUS ANTONINUS — Lucius  Julius
Aurelius  Sulpicius Uranius Antoninus. A
usurper around 2335.

MAXIMINUS I—Caius Julius Verus Max-
iminus. Had the surname, The Thracian. Em-
peror 235-238. Was supposed to have been of
great size and strength. Was declared emperor
by the legions of the Rhine after the death of
Severus Alexander. He was cruel and tyvran-
nical and was slain by his own soldiers.

PAULINA—Wife of Maximinus 1.

GORDIANUS AFRICANUS [—Marcus An-
tonius Gordianus 1. Ruled 36 davs in the vear
238. Was proconsul in Africa under Severus
Alexander. Was proclaimed emperor by his
followers in Africa and was confirmed by the
senate when Maximinus was declared to be a
public enemy by that same body. He com-
mitted suicide when he learned of the death
of his son in battle with one of the supporters
of Maximinus. He was 80 vears of age at
his death.

Gardianus Africanus 1
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GORDIANUS AFRICANUS II-Marcus An-
tonianus Gordianus I1. Son of Gordianus 1.
Associated with his father as co-emperor.
Killed in battle at Carthage by Capellianus,
the governor of Numidia.

BALBINUS—Decimus Caelius Balbinus. Em-
peror for about two months in the year 238.
He was proclaimed joint emperor by the
senate along with Pupienus Maximus, essen-
tially to oppose Maximinus who was threaten-
ing Rome. Maximinus was slain, however, and
Balbinus was murdered by the Praetorian
guard.

PUPIENUS—Marcus Clodius Pupienus Max-
imus. Appointed joint emperor with Balbinus
to oppose Maximinus who threatened Rome.
Pupienus was slain by the Praetorian guard,
along with Balbinus, after a reign of about
two months,

GORDIANTUS I (P1US)—Marcus Antonius
Gordianus. He was the grandson of Gordi-
anus 1. Proclaimed Caesar during the reign of
Balbinus and Pupienus. At their deaths pro-
claimed emperor by the Praetorian guard at
the age of 14 or 15. He ruled for six vears
(238-234) and through the manipulations of
Philippus, an othcer of the guard, he was
murdered at the age of 21, Philippus succeeded
him to the throne.



TRANQUILLINA — Wife of Gordianus
II.

PHILIP 1 — Marcus Julius Philippus.
Ar affiger of the Praectotian gnard durisg
the reign of Gordianus Pius. As a result of
his machinations, Gordianus was slain.
Philip was himself killed battling the legions
of Trajan Decius. He was emperor from
244-249,

OTACILIA SEVERA — Marcia Otacilia
Severa. Wile of Philip 1.

PHILIP [I—Marcus Julius Severus Phil-
ippus. Son of Philip 1. Was murdered soon
after his father.

PACATIAN—A usurper about whom very
little is known (249).

JOTAPIAN — A Syrian  usurper about
whom little is known (2497).

Jota pran

| 79



j .fl'Fl?lllf I‘H nax fu‘l-'."l'” ¥

80

TRAJAN DECIUS—Caius Messius Quin-
tus Traianus Decius, Emperor 249-231,
Was commander of the troops of Danube
during the reign of Philip 1. His soldiers
revolted against Philip and he was forced
to become emperor by them against his will.
He defeated Philip in battle and Philip was
killed. Decius was slain in Thrace battling
the Goths. He was 33 vears of age at his
death.

ETRUSCILLA—Wile of Trajan Decius,

HERENNIUS ETRUSCUS—Quintus He-
rennius Etruscus Messius Decius. Son of
Trajan Decius and killed at the same time
as his father.

HOSTILIAN —Caius Valens Hostilianus
Messius Quintus. A vounger son of Trajan
Decius about whom little is known.

TREBONIANUS GALLUS—Caijus Vibius
Trehonianus Gallus. Emperor 251-254. Ap-
pointed to serve as Hostilian's associate,
He elfected a peace with the Goths which
was felt to be degrading by the Romans.
ITe was subscquently murdered by his own

soldiers.



VOLUSIAN—Caius Vibius Volusianus Tre-
bonianus Asinius. Son of Trebonianus Gal-
lus. Killed at the same time as his father.

AEMILIAN — Marcus Aemilius Aemili-
anus. (253-254.) A governor of Pannonia
and Moesia during the reign of Gallus. He
was hailed as emperor by his troops and
defeated the forces of Gallus in battle. He
was murdered by his own soldiers.

CORNELIA SUPERA—Wife of Aemilian.

VALERIAN—Publius Licinius Valerianus.
Emperor 233-260. Of noble birth, he was
loval to Gallus but could give him no help
in his battle with Aemilian, arriving too
late. At the death of Gallus was proclaimed
emperor and associated his son Gallienus
with him. Troubles on the borders forced
him into many battles. Was defeated by
the Persian, Shapuri, and held captive un-
il hi= death.

Volusian

alerian
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MARINIANA—Wife of Valerian.

GALLTENUS—Publius Licinius Valerianus
Egnatius Gallienus. Son of Valerian. Emperor
233-268, Became sole emperor after the cap-
ture of his father by the Persians. He was
obliged to deal with disintegration from within
the empire and from without. It proved to be
ton great a task. He was killed by his own
soldiers at the age of 30.

SALONINUS—Son of Gallienus. Killed by
Postumus in 239 AD.

SALONINA—Wife of Gallienus.

alerian 1T
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MACRIANUS T— Marcus Fulvius Macrianus.
(260-261.) It was due tg his incompetence that the
Roman army of Valerian was defeated, resulting in
the capture of the emperor. Nevertheless, Macri-
anus was declared emperor by his troops. On his
way back to Italy he was met in battle by one of
Valerian's generals and was defeated and slain.

MACRIANUS I1—Titus Fulvius Julius Macrianus,
(260-261.) Son of Macrianus. Slain at the same time

as his father,

SUAETI S Anbrias jllils  Quietus.  (260-261.)
Youngest son of Macrianus 1. When his father left
for Rome after the Eastern campaign, he was left
to administer affairs. He was attacked by the king
of the Palmyrans, defeated, captured, and killed.

REGALIANUS—Publius Caius Regalianus. (260-
261.) A general under Valerian. At Valerian's death,
he seized the power in Pannonia but was killed
shortly thereafter.

DRYANTTLLA—Wife of Regalianus.

POSTUMUS—Marcus Cassianus Latinus
Postumus., Emperor 250-207. Governor of
Gaul under Valerian. After declaring him-
self emperor during the reign of Valerian,
he ruled in Britain and in Gaul, He was a
wise ruler hut was killed in battle as a result

I his usurpations,

Macrianus IT

Postumus
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LAELIANT S—LUlpius Cornelius Taelianus (207).
Led a revolt against Postumus and was killed.

VICTORINUS—Marcus Piavvonius Victorinus.
(265-2707) Sole ruler of Gaul after having been co-
emperor with Postumus. Assassinated by his own
soldiers.

MARIUS—Caius Marcus Aurelius Marius (268).
Proclaimed himself emperor at the death of Postu-
mus, but was killed almost immediately, probably
within a few days.

TETRICUS I—C Pius Esuvius Tetricus. (267-
273.) Declared himself emperor and associated his
son with him. He fnally abdicated and, strange as
it seems, was allowed to live out his days in Rome.

TETRICUS 11—Caius Pius Esuvius Tetricus.
(272-273.) Son of Tetricus The Elder and associated
with his father in his father's rule. He was spared
death upon the abdication of his father and himsell
after heing defeated by Aurelinn at Chalons.

CLAL DIUS 11 GOTHICUS —Marcus  Aurelius
Clandius. Emperor 268-270. Possessed an excellent
military record under Decius, Valerian and Galli-
enus. Fought two great hattles: against the Ala-
manni in northern Ialy and the Gaths in Moesia
from which he obtained the title "Caothicus.” e
died during a plague in the year 270 at the age of 36.



OUINTILLUS—Caius Marcus Aurelius Clandius
Quintillus. Emperor 270, Supported as emperor at
the death of Claudius, but the legions of Sirmium
declared for Aurelian. He ultimately committed
suicide.

AURELIAN—Lucius Domitius Aurelianus. Em-
peror 270-275. Known as Restitutor Orbis (Restorer
of the Empire). Occupied high military positions
under Valerian and Claudius 11. Pushed Goths
across the Danube; defeated Palmyra and brought
the queen, Zenobia, back to Rome; reconquered
Egypt; fortified Rome. He was murdered as a
result of a conspiracy at the age of 63.

Aurelian

SEVERINA—Wife of Aurelian.

Severina

VABALATHUS—Son of Zenobia, queen of Pal-
myra. Ruler of that state under his mother's
lutelage.

Vabalathus

ZENOBIA—Queen of Palmyra. Captured by Aure-
an and brought to Rome. She was eventually
irdloned and allowed o live in Ttaly.

Zenohia
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TACITUS—Marcus Claudius Tacitus. Emperor
275-276, Elected by the senate after the death of
Aurelian. Claimed descent from the famous his-
torian. Ruled for about six months. Was killed by
his soldiers at the age of 76.

Tacitus

FLORIANUS—Marcus Annius Florianus. Emperor
for a few weeks in 276. Seized power at the death
of his half brother Tacitus. Opposed by Probus
and killed in battle.

Florianus

PROBUS—Marcus Aurelius Probus. Em-
peror 276-282. Was governor of the east
under Tacitus after serving in a distin-
guished manner in the armies of Valerian,
Claudius and Aurelian. Initiated many ben-
eficial improvements in government, but he
was killed by mutinous soldiers.

CARU'S—Marcus Aurelius Carus. Emperor
282-283. Prefect of the praetorian guard
under Probus. At the death of Probus cho-
sen emperor by the soldiers. Appointed his
sons, Carinus and Numerian, as Caesars.
While fighting the Persians he was killed,
either in battle, or, according 1o some ver-
sions, struck by lightning.

Carus
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CARINUS—Narcus Aurelius Carinus. Emperor
283-285. Eldest son of Carus. Appointed governor
of the western provinees while his father and
brother Numerian proceeded against the Persians.
Defeated Diocletian in battle, but was murdered by
one of his own officers.

MAGNIA URBICA—Wife of Carinus.

NIGRINIAN—Possibly a son of Carinus.

NUMERIAN—Marcus Aurelius Numerianus. Em-
peror 283-284, jointly with his brother Carinus.
He died shortly after his father, Carus.

JULIAN—Marcus Aurelius Julianus. A rebellious
general who served under the emperor Carinus. He
was slain in 285.

Julian
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DIOCLETIAN—Caius Aurelius Valerius Diocle-
tianus. Emperor 284-305. Born at Dioclea in Dal-
matia from whence his name was derived. Held
commands under Probus, Aurelian, and Carus.
Was proclaimed emperor at the death of Numerian.
Wiis associated with Maximianus I, and later also
Galerius and Constantius Chlorus. Viciously per-
secuted the Christians, but on the other hand, he
did much to reform the internal affairs of the em-
pire. He abdicated in 303 and lived out his life in
retirement. He was 68 at his death.

MAXIMIANUS I (HERCULIUS)—Marcus Aure-
lius Valerius Maximianus. Emperor 286-303. Born
in Pannonia of humble origin. Was associated with
the emperor Diocletian. He abdicated with Dio-
cletian (303) but returned to champion the cause
of his son, Maxentius, who had claimed the throne
in opposition to Galerius and Constantius. Because
of complicity in a plot against Constantine, he was
ordered to end his own life.

CARAUSIUS—AMAlarcus  Aurelius Mausaeus Ca-
rausius., Usurper in Britain (287-293), Was in com-
mand of the fleet in northern Gaul, but, taking
advantage of his position, he turned to indis-
criminate plunder and fell into disfavor. Fled to
Britain and proclaimed himself emperor. He was
defeated by the fleet of Maximian and was slain hy
his chief minister Allectus. He was probably 48
vears old at his death.

ALLECTUS—Caius Allectus. The chiel minister of
Carausius, he was the cause of the latter’s death.
Declared himsell emperor after this and established
a rule of extreme cruelty 1293-296). The legions of
Con=tantius killed him in a battle in Britain.



CONSTANTIUS I (CHLORUS)—Flavius Va-
lerius Constantius, Caesar 295-302;: Augustus
302-306. Son-in-law of Maximian, father of Con-
stantine the Great. Adopted as Caesar by Max-
imian. Upon abdication of Diocletian and
Maximian assumed full power. He died in 306,
at the age of 56.

HELENA—Wite of Constantius 1. Mother of
Constantine the CGireat.

GALERIUS—Caius Galerius Valerius Maximi-
anus. Caesar, 293-305; Augustus, 303-311. Cre-
ated Caesar by Diocletian. Was beaten by the
Persians, but subsequently inflicted a great defeat
upon them. Extremely inimical to the Christians
and probably had much to do with persuading
Diocletian to persecute them. As emperor he
elevated Licinius to the rank of Caesar. He died
in 311.

GALERIA VALERIA—Daughter of Diocletian;
second wife of Galerius.

SEVERLUS IT—Flavius Valerius Severus. Caesar,
303-306; Angustus, 306-307. Created Caesar bv
Galerius who also named him Augustus. He was
unsuecessful in battle with Maxentius and was
forced to commit saicide,

Constantins T
(Chilorus)
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MAXENTIUS—NMarcus Aurelius Valerius Max-
entius. Son of Maximian. Emperor 306-312. Not
being a particularly admirable person he was
passed over when his father and Diocletian ap-
pointed the new Caesars. Led an uprising and
was proclaimed Caesar by the praetorian guard.
He overthrew Severus and drove Galerius from
[taly. Attacked Constantine and suffered a com-
plete defeat. He drowned while fleeing across
the Tiber.

ROMULUS—Son of Maxentius.

ALEXANDER—A usurper in Africa. Governor
of that province under Maxentius. Proclaimed
himself emperor, but was crushed almost im-
mediatelv.

LICINIUS [—Publius Flavius Galerius Valerius
Licianus Licinius. Emperor 307-324. Given the
rank of Augustus by Galerius. He married a
half-sister of Constantine the Great and with
him issued the edict of Milan recognizing Chris-
tianity. He and Maximinus Daza agreed to rule
jointly. Maximinus, however, attacked him and
was defeated. There was not lasting amity he-
tween Licinius and Constantine and in making
war upon CUonstantine, Licinius was seized and
sluin, He was probably 33 yvears of age at his

death.



LICINIUS II—Flavius Valerius Licinius Li-
cinius. Son of Licinius 1. He was put to death,
shortly after his father, at the age of 9.

VALENS—Aurelius Valerius Valens. Created
Augustus (314) by Licinius but murdered shortly
therealter.

MARTINIAN—Marcus Martinianus, Created
Augustus by Licinius (323). Seized and put to
death with the latter.

CONSTANTINE 1 (THE GREAT)—Flavius
Valerius Aurelius Constantinus. Caesar, 306-308;
Augustus, 308-337. Son of Constantius Chlorus.
At the time he was proclaimed Caesar by his
father there were five claimants to the throne.
Defeated Maxentius and then Licinius to secure
authority. Devoted much time to internal ad-
ministration, strengthening of the borders, elim-
ination of abuses. By the Edict of Milan he rec-
ognized Christianitv. Called the Council of
Nicaea (325) where the Nicene Creed was
adopted. Chose Byzantium as the new capital
of the empire and renamed it Constantinople.
He wuas probably 37 vears of age at his death.

THEODORA—Flavia Masxima Theodora, Sec-
ond wife of Constantius Chlorus,

Lictnius 11
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FAUSTA—VFlavia Maxima Fausta. Wife of Con-
stantine The Great and daughter of Maximianus
Hereulius.

Fausta

CRISPUS—Flavius Julius Crispus. Son of Con-
stantine The Great. He was a great popular
favorite and this undoubtedly was, in part, the
cause of his death, by his father’s orders. He
was Caesar from 317-3206.

Crispus

DELMATIUS—Flavius Julius Delmatius. Neph-
ew of Constantine The Great. Caesar 333-337.
Murdered after the death of Constantine.

Delmatius

HANNIBALLIANUS—Flavius Claudius Hanni-
ballianus. Caesar, 335-337. Murdered along with
his brother Delmatius. They were nephews of
Constantine.

CONSTANTINE 1T—Flavius Clandius  Julius
Constantinus. Son of Constantine The Great. FEm-
peror 337-340. Joint emperor with his hrothers
Constantius and Constans at his father's deatl.
In warring with Constans he was killed.

Comstambine 1
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CONSTANS—Flavius Julius Constans, Caesar,
33 7. Augustus, 337-350, His share of the
empire at the death of Constantine The Great
consisted of Italy, Africa, and Illyricum. In war
with his brothers he defeated and killed Constan-
tine Il. Later, Magnentius attacked him and
Constans was overtaken while Aecing and was
killed.

CONSTANTIUS 11I—Flavius Julius Constantius.
Caesar, 323-337: Augustus, 337-361. Son of Con-
stantine and Fausta. Defeated Magnentius after
having become sole ruler at the death of Constans.
The empire enjoved a few years of peace during
his reign. However, he learned that his cousin
Julian had proclaimed himself emperor and in
moving to crush this usurpation he died at the
age of 44.

CONSTANTIUS GALLUS—Flavius Claudius
Constantius. A nephew of Constantine The Great,
who usurped the power in the east. His rule of
oppression brought him to trial and he was exe-
cuted. (354.)

NEPOTIAN—Flavius Popilius Nepotianus Con-
stantius, Emperor for a briel time in 330. A
nephew of Constantine The Great. He seized the
thrane of Constans, but was killed almost immedi-
ately in a battle with Magnentius.

VETRANIO—Proclaimed emperor by his troops
at the death of Constans. After a reign of less than
4 vear (330-331) he retired and lived out his years

in pedce.

Vetranio

| U3



Magnentins

Jultan 11

Helena

St

uy

MAGNENTIUS—Flavius Popilius Magnentius.
Emperor 330-353. Of barbarian birth, he was in
command of the troops af the Rhine. Caused the
death of Constans and was proclaimed emperor. He
was defeated by Constantius 11 and tled to Gaul
where he committed suicide.

DECENTILUS—Magnus Decentius. Brother of
Magnentius. Upon hearing of the suicide of his
brother he, too, committed suicide (333).

JULIAN 1l—Flavius Claudius Julianus. Emperor
361-363. Known as Julian The Apostate because
of his paganism and aversion to Christianity. \Well
educated. He was the brother of Julius Constan-
tius who was a half-brother of Constantine The
Great. Proclaimed emperor by his troops in a
revolt against the latter. At the death of Con-
stantius he became sole ruler. He was killed during
one of his battles with the Persians. He was 32
vears of age at his death.

HELENA—Daughter of Constantine The Greal
and wife of Julian 1L

JOVIAN—Flavius Claudius  Jovianus. Emperor
363-364, General of army under Julian. Proclaimed
emperor by his soldiers after the death of the latter.
Made an unhappy peace with the Persians by giving
up the provinces beyvond the Tigris. Supported the
Nicene Creed; restored privileges to the Christians.
Died an obseure death in Galatia. e was probabls

33 vears of age ar his death,



VALENTINIAN [—Flavius Valentinianus. Em-
peror 364-373, Of poor parentage, he entered the
army and moved swiftly through the ranks. Held
in disfavor by both Constantius and Julian (the
latter banished him). At the death of Jovian chosen
emperor; appointed Valens, his brother, as asso-
ciate. His reign knew the encroachments of many
harbarian tribes. Died in 373 at the age of 34

VALENS—Younger brother of Valentinian [. Made
emperor of the east by his brother. Waged war un-
successfully against the Goths, Made a disgraceful
treaty with the Persians. He was subsequently
defeated and slain by the Goths. Was emperor from
364-378. He was about 30 years of age at his death.

PROCOPIUS—A usurper who rebelled against
Valens. He was executed (366).

GRATIAN—Flavius Gratianus. Emperor 375-383.
Son of Valentinian 1. He and a brother, Valentinian
I, were joint Augusti of the west. At the defeat
ul” Vinbing also became emperor in the east, with
Ieodosius as his colleague. Killed in battle with
Magnus Maximus at the age of 24.

VALENTINIAN I1—Son of Valentinian I and
voung brother of Gratian. Emperor, jointly with
his brother (373-383). Emperor until 392, He was
iovears of age when proclaimed emperor, under
the guardianship of the Empress Justina, He was
nurdered by one of his generals, Arbogast, av the
iwe of 20.

Gratian




THEODOSIUS [ (THE GREAT)—Flavius Theo-
dosius. Emperor 379-395. Summoned to serve as
associate by Gratian, at the death of Valens. A
cruel ruler, he died at Milan, after having made
his sons, Honorius and Arcadius, Caesars, He was
about 30 at his death.

Theodostus T
(TLhe Great)

4 '_" AELIA FLACCILLA—Wife of Theodosius I.

MAGNUS MAXIMUS—Magnus Clemens Max-
imus. Emperor 383-388. Declared emperor by his
soldiers who did not favor Gratian. He defeated
Gratian in battle, but subsequently met with
Theodosius who had him executed.

Magnus
Maximus

FLAVILUS VICTOR—Son of Magnus Maximus.
He was deleated fighting the Franks in Gaul, taken
prisoner and executed.

ELUGENIUS—Proclaimed emperor after the mur-
der of Valentinian I1. Captured and slain by
Theodosius (394,

Fongenins
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HONORIUS—Flavius Honorius. Emperor of the
west, 395-423. Second son of Theodosius the Great.
His reign was one of constant turmoil due to attacks
by the Visigoths under Alaric. Roman power suf-
fered a severe decline under this inept rule. He was
39 at his death.

ARCADIUS—Emperor (395-408.) Son of Theo-
dosius 1. Affairs of state did not interest him and
the government was ruled by others. Alaric, the
Goth, ruled at this time in what is now the Balkan
region. He died in 408 at the age of 31.

CONSTANTIUS ITII—Emperor 421. Roman gen-
eral raised to rank of Augustus by Honorius.
Reigned only seven months.

GALLA PLACIDA—Daughter of Theodosius the
Great.

CONSTANTINE I11—Usurper in Gaul and Brit-
ain. (407-411.)

CONSTANS—Son of Constantine 111

Coustantie T
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MAXIMUS—Usurper in Spain. Publicly executed
by Honorius. (409-411.

JOVINUS—Usurper in Gaul. Killed by the Goths.
(411-413.)




PETRONIUS MAXIMUS—Named emperor after
the death of Valentinian I11. Murdered within a
few months. (453.)

LICINIA EUDOXIA—Daughter of Theodosius

I1. Wife of Valentinian 111. Petronius

Maximus

AVITUS—Emperor after the death of Petronius,
435-456. Deposed in a little over a vear.

MAJORIAN—Emperor after Avitus (4357-461).
Assassinated by one of his generals.

SEVERUS IIl—Emperor after Majorian (461-
465). Poisoned by the same general who assassi-
nated Majorian (Ricimer).

RICIMER—A general in the Roman army who
made and deposed (or executed) emperors. He was
the real head of the government, but ruled it through
others. He died in 472. Because of his Suevian
birth he himself had no desire to rule.

ANTIHEMIUS—A general in the eastern army.
Proclaimed emperor by the Roman people, but
assassinated by Ricimer. (467-472.)

duthentiu
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Romulus
Angustulus
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EUPHEMIA—Wife of Anthemius.

OLYBRIUS—Son-in-law of Valentinian IT1. Sent
to Italy to kill Ricimer but Ricimer made him
emperor. He died shortly thereafter. (472.)

GLYCERIUS—Emperor at Ravenna (473-474).
Dethroned by Julius Nepos. Died a few years later.

JULIUS NEPOS—Emperor of the west after de-
posing Glycerius. Was murdered by Orestes. (474.)

ROMULUS AUGUSTULUS—Last emperor of the
west (475-476). Son of Orestes, but ruled in name
only. Deposed by Odoacer, king of the Herculi.
Retired and died at Campania.



The Use of the Inscription
in Determining the Year
A Coin Was Struck

A careful consideration of certain parts of the inscriptions on
the coins of the empire, up until about the beginning of the
third century, will reveal the date that particular coin was
struck.

The three most prominent means of such a determination

are by;
1. The TR P

2. The COS
3. The IMP

It must be remembered, as explained elsewhere in this book,
that the tribunician power was granted to the emperor for his
lifetime, but that it was renewed annually. When it was so
renewed each renewal would be indicated by the placing of a
numeral after the TR P. Thus, TR P III would indicate that
the coin was struck during the third year the emperor held
such a title. Using a more specific example, a coin of the
emperor Nerva upon which TR P II was inscribed would first
indicate that the coin was struck during the second year he
held the title. Using the chart which follows, it would be
indicated that his second TR P was in the year 97. As further
confirmation, and in order to deal with exceptions to this pro-
cedure, we would also examine the dates of his consulship and
the dates, or vears, in which he received the title [mperator
by acclamation.

COS is the abbreviation of Consul. The emperor, most
normally, served as one of the two consuls of the Roman state.
Frequently, however, he designated another to serve in his
stead. Inasmuch as any and all consulships were {or one
vear only, and, further, inasmuch as the Romans used the
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same system of using numerals after the COS as they did
with the TR P, it is often possible to determine the date
of a coin by the COS. The outstanding difficulty in using the
COS, by itself, however, lies in the aforementioned [act that
quite frequently a period of years passed before an emperor
would pick up the consulship again. A good example would
be indicated in examining the consulships of the emperor
Augustus. The chart shows us that he served his COS XI in
the vear 23 BC and his COS XII in 5 BC. As further demon-
stration, a coin of the emperor Vespasian bearing the title
COS IIII (NOTE: Roman coins show the numeral four
written as above, not as IV) could have been struck either in
the vear 72 or the vear 73, for his COS V was not served until
74 and his COS 111 was served in the vear 71. On the other
hand, a coin of the emperor Domitian bearing COS X upon it
would have had to have been struck in the vear 84 because
his COS VIIII was served in the vear 83 and his COS X1 was
served in the vear 85.

And yet a third means of finding the date of your coin may
be found in the IMP part of the inscription. The IMP here
referred to is that title which we have called the IMP by ac-
clamation. It should be recalled that the emperor added num-
bers after this title, also, to designate extraordinary events,
or victories in the field by his commanders. Thus, in examining
a particular coin of the emperor Marcus Aurelius we find, as
part of the inscription, the following: TR P XXIX, IMP VII,
COS 111, Studying the charts we find this information:

1. If his TR P II was in the year 147, his TR P XXIX
occurred 27 years later, or in the year 174

2. His third consulship (COS T11) was served.ip the jear
161. Apparently, we have a discrepancy, but careful
observation will indicate that no more consulships appear
upon the chart. The next step, then, is to turn to the
IMP part of the inscription,

|75

IMP VII appears in the chart under the yvear of 174
Our conclusion, then, is that the coin was struck in that
vear, The above example will indicate why it is necessary
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to approach the charts from every possible angle before
arriving at a conelusion. Occasionally, other titles might
prove to be of some help, titles such as P P, CENSOR,
or hereditary and honorary titles. However, too much
faith should not be placed in the latter because of the
generally extensive period covered by these titles.

In conclusion, it is necessary to say a word about the clas-
sification of the coins of the later empire, coins upon which
practically none of the titles which we have been discussing
appear. Such a classification requires knowledge far bevond
the scope of this boak, for here are involved questions of the
subtle variances of style, of texture, of fabric, and other factors,
complex and difficult. Quite frequently, the cultural back-
ground of the particular time in question must be studied and
analyzed. In brief, it is a study in itself, a study which requires
vears of practice and effort.

AUGUSTUS TIBERIUS
0% L - s s e s 28 BE
IMP VIIIL, ... .. .......20 BC
IMP X.................153 BC
13 BC...COS
(1) 0 -0 ) (e 12 BC
P M
IMP XIT.. .. ... ... ... 11 BC
IMP XIII....... 2 g oo dELE
| . el (11 1 ORRRPRPR, 1 - | o
7 BC. . .CA5 I
COS XL ;w555 35 % oo ¢ 28 BG
COS XIIL. . ... .. ... 2 BC
PPR
TR BEVE, « 5 v v vcivn v coms s e PRIV
INEP 2ENVT (2D i o s w 02 B RTD
IMP XVIL: i vvevons 20 ADC . IMP TIT
IMP XVIII INP 1111
IMP XIX.....c0nvren. SAD L IMP Y
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AUGUSTUS TIBERIUS
LM 36X 2000 & 2 5 & e 11 AD...IMP VI
12 AD. . .IMP VII
IMP XX, ...\ . 14 AD. . . PRINCEDS
I5AD...P M
18 AD. ..COS III
IMP VIII
91 AD: . L0 TIIT
31 AD...COS V
CALIGULA CLAUDIUS
IMIP-: < oc e wwa v s 37 AD
P M
COs
i 220 2 N 38 AD
CAOS MWuerec > wivean « 39 AD
COs M < <« iem s & 40 AD
GOS8 TIIY ;- 41 AD...IMP
IMP 11
IMP III
IMP III1
P M
42 AD...COS IT
B P
43 AD...COS 1II
H“4AD. . .IMP V
IMP VI
IMP VII
45 AD. . .IMP VIII
46 AD, . . IMP VIIII
IMP X
IMP XI
47 AD...COS IIII
IMP XII1
IMP XIII
48 AD. . IMP XIIII1
INP XV
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CLAUDIUS

48 AD. . . CENSOR
49 AD...IMP XVI
30 AD. . IMP XVII
IMP XVIII
531 AD...COS V
IMP XXI
52 AD...IMP XXIIII
53 AD. .. IMP XXVII
GALBA OTHO
NERO VITELLIUS
IMP............. 54 AD
P M
(SIS, o ammman wemeons 55 AD
P P
COsII........... 57 AD
IMP III
0 ) 1] [ 58 AD
IMP 1111
IMP V
IMP VI................0 50 AD
COS IIIT......... 60 AD
IMP VII
NP WM < . 5500 - 61 AD
IMP VIIII
IMP XI.......... 66 AD
)0 1 o 4 1] (S 67 AD
GBS Vo o s s ammas 68 AD...IMP: P M (Galba)
69 AD...COS Il (Galba)
69 AD, .. IMP: CO5: PM (Otho)
69 AD...IMP: GERM: COs
(Vitellius)
VESPASIAN
PR e ¢ .Y
INP 11
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VESPASIAN

COS, .. ...
P M

PP

)= ] ] [P
INMP 111
IMP 1111
IMP V

COs
INMP
IMP VII
INMP VIII
COS TI1T.
IMP X

COS V......
IMP XI
IMP XII
Cos
IMP
IMP

VI

X111
XIITI

.09 AD

-0 AD

1 [ (e ey

COS VII...............

IMP
IMP
IMP
IMP

XV
XVI
XVTI
XVIII

COS VIIT. .. ..

11711 o [, <

COS VIILL. . . .

IMP XX
AUG
P M

TITUS

i1 AD

ML s ccocossiem s wan s 75 AD

76 AD

7rAD
78 AD
79 AD

DOMITIAN

B | RO
INMP.
IMP II
FNM
106 |
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TITUS DOMITIAN
EOS I : nas st d- A
IMP 111
CENSOR.............. .73 AD...COS II
IMP IT11
CIES A« © v ke = o s v 74 AD. . .COs III
IMP VI
IMP VII
COS TIIL. .....oviiens. 73 AD
IMP VII
IMP VIII
OB Voo vesovs s sna 20 A0 ¢ LO5 [ILT
IMP VIIII (?)
IMP X (7)
IMP XI
IMP XII
COSVI................ 77TAD...COS V
IMP XIIL..............7T8 AD
CO5 W . : coorncmmoamns 79 AD...COS VI
IMP XIIII
IMP XV
AUG
PM
PP
OIS WIAL, oo = sws 5 53 1 5 80 AD...COS VII
IMP XVI....0cnmeeeess 81 AD...IMP
IMP XVII AUG
P M
PP
82 AD...COS VIII
IMP 11
83 AD...COS VIIII
IMP 111
IMP IIII (?)
84 AD.,..COS X
IMP V
IMP VI
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DOMITIAN NERVA
IMP VII. .. ............84 AD
GERM
COS XI... .. oo.... . .85 AD
IMP VIII
IMP VIIII
IMP X
IMP XI
CENS PERPET
COS XIT. . oo 86 AD
IMP XII
IMP XIII
IMP XIIII
COS XII. ... 87 AD
COS XIHT....oovnn.. .. 88 AD
IMP XV
IMP XVI
IMP XVII
IMP XVIII
IMP XIX
IMP XX
IMP XXI
COS XV.. . ooiiiin., 90 AD
COS XVI...ooooounn. .. 92 AD
CO8 XVIL. .ocn s v & s0s 495 AD
96 AD  COS 11
IMP
CAES
AUG
97 AD...COS 111
IMP 11
GERM
08 AD...COS III1
TRAJAN
CAES. . .......c........9TAD
IMP
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TRAJAN HADRIAN
GERM... .. ........... 97 AD
cos 1 98 AD
AUG
P M
PP
COS L. . oiieeennn. 100 AD
COS L. .. oo 101 AD
IMP 11
IMP II1.....oeeennnn.. 102 AD
IMP 1111
COS V. .0 ienrn s metss5 103 AD
IMP V... . ooooo... 105 AD
IMP VI............... 106 AD
COS VI.... ...........112AD
OPTIMUS. .. c..vn. . 114 AD
IMP VIIL............. 115 AD
IMP VIIII
IMP X
IMP XI
IMP XII
IMP XIII (?)
PARTHICUS. ... .....116 AD
117 AD...COS
IMP
CAES
AUG
P M
PP
118 AD. . .COS II
119 AD. .COS III
128 AD...P P
135 AD.. . IMP 11
AELIUS
CHDB, 2. 3 sisce o camnl® Sumit § 136 AD
CAES
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AELIUS

ANTONINUS PIUS

5N ot e s e s

COs o s«

MARCUS AURELIUS

136 AD
. A37T AD
138 AD. .

139 AD..

140 AD. .
144 AD.
145 AD..

.COSs

CAES
IMP
AUG
P M
PIUS
COS DES 11

LCOS 11

COs DES 111
IMP 11
P P

LCOS 111
.COS DES 1111
LCOS T111

LUCIUS VERUS

GAHES: : u i s s o s s

COs DES

G005 S O B
COSDESII..........
| B(@ = I I e

16~ 18 1 0

INP
AUG

TP Ll o o s 5 s 5 %

ARMENIACUS. ... ..

IVER TS < s« vieze « ams
MEDICUS: ... - i s ssmas

PARTHICUS
NP IIII
10|

139 AD

140 AD
14 AD
145 AD

147 AD..
154 AD. .
161 AD. .

163 AD..

164 AD
165 AD. .
166 AD. .

.CAES
.COS
LCOS 11

IMP
AUG
P M

AMP 11

ARMENIACUS

AMP IIT: PARTHICUS
MEDICUS

IMP 1111



MARCUS AURELIUS

LUCIUS VERUS

PP

IMP Voo i v x aise « iom
GIERM oo 5 oz § voen
IMP VII.............
SARMATICUS........

IMP VIII

INLP WITIL: « o ccvmcona

COMMODUS

167 AD:, .

168 AD. .
171 AD

172 AD
174 AD
175 AD

177 AD
179 AD

LCOS 111

PP

JAMP V

CAES . .ooe =i s osi s sss = :106CAD
GERM..= 5 <« 5 5 wn § won « ATZ-AE)
SARMATICUS. ....... 175 AD
0TI 4 o0 s o v 0 e 176 AD
COSL can 55 imm s som v e » 177 AD
IMP II

AUG

PP

IME IO ¢ se s ana o s 179 AD
COS 11

IMP I e < com s i 180 AD
COS ML ..o o o s 5t 5 w100 A
IMP V. :zocn o omim s o 182 AD
GUS ML 5 5 & 5w o o 183 AD
IMP VI

PIUS

P M

IMP VL. : : s v s smon s 184 AD
BRITTANICUS

SR e e e e o e 185 AD
S W v v s c v m s s v 186 AD
INMP VITI
COSVI...............100 AD
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PERTINAX:
DIDIUS JULIANUS:

COMMODUS CLODIUS ALBINUS:
COS VIL......;i0000:4 192 AD...COS II (Pertinax)
193 AD...IMP: AUG: PM: PP
(Pertinax)
193 AD.. . IMP: CAES: AUG
(Didius)
193 AD...COS: (Clodius)
194 AD...COS II (Clodius)
SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS CARACALLA
IS v s s 5 ivas 5 ;w193 AD
IMP
CAES
AUG
P M
i
EEOS T, = : enris » 505 : 24 8 194 AD
IMP 11
IMP 111
IMP 1111
IR s o 2 sy 5 wa = s & & 195 AD
PARTHICUS
ARABICUS
ADIABENICUS
IMP V
IMP VI
IMP VII
IMP VIII............. 196 AD...CAES
IMP VIHI. ccvwuinas.n 197 AD...P M
IMP X
IME" X . ¢ qomis s ssras e 198 AD. . .IMP
AUG
201 AD. . . PIUS
FELIX

PARTHICUS



SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS

CARACALLA

COs IIT...............202 AD, . .COS
203 AD...COS 11
207 AD...IMP II
208 AD...COS III
P B
BRITTANICUS. .......209 AD
IMP XV
210 AD. . .BRITTANICUS
211 AD.. P M
CARACALLA GETA
198 AD, ..CAES
205 AD...COS
208 AD. . .COS 11
200 AD. .. AUG
PIUS
210 AD...BRITTANICUS
211 AD...IMP
PP
(@< N |1 ) (WP s < . ¥
GERM
IMP III
INVICTUS
IMP IIII.............. 214 AD
MACRINUS:
DIADUMENIANUS ELAGABALUS
IMP: CAES: AUG: P M:
P P (Macrinus). .......217 AD
CAES (Diadumenianus) .217 AD
COS II (Macrinus). . ... 218 AD...IMP
IMP: AUG (Diadumenianus) CAES
COSs
AUG
P M
P: [P
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ELAGABALUS

219 AD...COS 11
220 AD...COS ITI
222 AD, . COS IIIT
SEVERUS ALEXANDER MAXIMINUS
CAES. & oo o ssim = v o auidB] AD
P M
COS... . v e sre & Sieas 5 e 2 BD
IMP
AUG
PP
COS LI & 5 & avvas apsas & wvs 226 AD
COS III............... 220 AD
235 AD.. . IMP
CAES
AUG
P M
PP
236 AD...GERM
IMP III
IMP 1111
237 AD...IMP V
IMP VI

238 AD...IMP VII
GORDIANUS I

GORDIANUS II BALBINUS

IMP: CAES: AUG: P M

P P (Gordianus I)......238 AD...IMP:CAES:AUG: P M
IMP: CAES: AUG: P M
(Gordianus 1I).........238 AD
PUPIENUS GORDIANUS PIUS III
CAES.................235AD
GERM................238 AD.. .CAES
SARMATICUS AUG
DACICUS IMP
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PUPIENUS GORDIANUS PIUS III
IMP...................238 AD...P M
AUG PR
P M
P
239 AD...COS
240 AD. . .IMP II
IMP 111
241 AD...COS 11
242 AD. .. IMP VI
PHILLIP 1 PHILLIP II
TPz .5 5 ceoern. 244 AD.. . NOB C
CAES
AUG
B P
P M
PARTHICUS
PERSICUS
COS...........cov.....245AD
246 AD.. AUG
(278 S ) [P R e 247 AD. .. IMP
CAES
AUG
P M
2R
GO MLsvsassers 8o - . 248 AD. . .COS I1
CARPICUS CARPICUS
GERM GERM

TRAJAN DECIUS:

HERRENIUS ETRUSCUS:

HOSTILLIANUS

IMP: CAES:AUG: P M: 249 AD
P P (Decius)

COS I1 (Decius)........250 AD
CAES (Herrenius)......250 AD
CAES (Hostillianus).....250 AD
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TRAJAN DECIUS: TREBONIANUS GALLUS:
HERRENIUS ETRUSCUS: VOLUSIAN:

HOSTILLIANUS AEMILIANUS
AUG (Hostillianus)......250 AD
COS IIT (Decius). ...... 251 AD

DACICUS (Decius)

COS: AUG (Herrenius). .251 AD...IMP: CAES: AUG:
P M: PP (Tre-
bonianus)

251 AD. . .CAES: AUG: P M:
P P: (Volusian)

252 AD...COS Il (Trebonianus)

252 AD...COS (Volusian)

253 AD...COS II (Volusian)

253 AD...IMP: CAES: AUG:

(Aemilianus)

VALERIANUS GALLIENUS

IMP..................253 AD__INMP

CAES CAES

AUG AUG

P M P M

PP PP

COSs

COSIT................253 AD.. .COS

IMP VII

COS ..o 255 AD .. .COs T1
256 AD. . IMP TIII

DACICUS

COS IIIT. .. ...........257T AD. . .COs III

POSTUMUS

IMP..................258 AD

CAES

AUG

P M

PP

COS. .o 239 AD
1161



POSTUMUS GALLIENUS
COSTIL. .. ............260 AD
B8 I . e 201 AD: .. COS THI
IMP X

262 AD...COS V

264 AD...COS VI

266 AD. . .COS VII
CO5 T e - - - ..267 AD
EOS V. v semw 5o 268 AD
CLAUDIUS II: AURELIAN:
TETRICUS: TACITUS:
MARIUS: FLORIANUS:
QUINTILLUS PROBUS
IMP: CAES: AUG: P M: 268 AD
P P (Claudius)
COS: IMP: CAES: AUG:
P M: P P (Tetricus)....268 AD
IMP: CAES: AUG:
(Marius) . . ........... 268 AD

IMP: CAES: AUG:

(Quintillus)...........

269 AD
270(?)AD.

271 AD. .
274 AD..
275 AD..

275 AD. ..

AMP: CAES: AUG:
(Aurelian)

.COS (Aurelian)
COS 1T (Aurelian)
.COS 111 (Aurelian)

IMP: CAES: AUG:
P M: COS DES II:
P P (Tacitus)

..COS 11 (Tacitus)
. IMP: CAES: AUG

(Florianus)

. :IMPs CAES: AUG:

P P: P M (Probus)

..COS (Probus)
L COS 11 (PProbus)
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PROBUS

CARUS:
CARINUS:
NUMERIAN:
DIOCLETIAN

==

oo

C

S5 CS T )
5

9 AD..
1 AD..
32 AD, .

.COS 111 (Probus)
LCOS TITT (Probus)
COS V (Praobus)

MAXIMIANUS:
CONSTANTIUS:
GALERIUS

IMP: CAES: AUG: P M: 282 AD

P P (Carus)

CAES (Carinus)......

CAES (Numerian). . ..

COS 11 (Carus). ... ..

AUG: COS: IMP: P M:
P P (Carinus)..........
AUG: TMP: COS: PP:
(Numerian) . . ..........
COS II (Carinus).......
COS Il (Numerian). .. ..
IMP: CAES: COS: AUG:
P M: P P (Diocletian) . .
COS 111 (Carinus)......
COS 11 (Diacletian). . . ..

COS 111 (Diocletian).. ..

COS TII (Diocletian}. ..

COS V (Diocletian) . . ...
IMP X (Diocletian).. . . .

COS VI (Diocletian) .
118 |

..282 AD

..282 AD
..283 AD

283 AD

283 AD

284 AD
285 AD
285 AD..
286 AD .,

287 AD..
288 AD..
290 AD. .
202 AD..
202 AD. .

204 AD ..

22206 AD

.CAES (Maximianus)
AUG: P M: P P IMP:

CAES: (Maximianus)

.COS (Maximianus)
.COS 1l (Maximianus)
LCOs 1IT (Maximianus)
LCOS: CAES

(Constantius)

COs: CAES (Galerius)
203 AD. ..
NP VI

COS 1T (Maximianus)

(Maximianus)

.COS 11 (Constantius)



DIOCLETIAN

MAXIMIANUS:
CONSTANTIUS:
GALERIUS

COS VII (Diocletian). . .

IMP XVIII (Diocletian)

COS VI1IT (Diocletian).. .
COS VIIII (Diocletian) . .

297 AD. ..
207 AD. .
299 AD. .
300 AD ..
300 AD. .
301 AD. ..
302 AD.
302 AD.
303 AD. .
304 AD. .
305 AD. .
305 AD.
305 AD. ..

COS
LCOS TIIT (Galerius)

COS V (Maximianus)

COS 11 (Galerius)
COS
JCOS
.COS

VI (Maximianus)
111 (Constantius)
[T (Galerius)

IMP VII (Maximianus)
[111 (Constantius)

COS VII (Maximianus)

.COS VIII (Maximianus)
.COS V (Constantius)
COS V (Galerius)

IMP: AUG: PM: PP
(Constantius and
Galerius)
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Dates of the Tribunicia Potestas
(Tribunician Power) of the Emperors

(TR P)

AUGUSTUS
TR P, June 27, 23 BC. TR P Il, same day and month, 22 BC,
and renewed annually on the same date. Thus, at his death

in 14 AD he was in the course of his TR P XXXVIL

TIBERIUS

TR P, June 27, 6 BC. Renewed annually until TR P V in
2 BC. TR P VI not until June 27, 4 AD. In order to find the
vear Anno Domini, deduct 2 from the TR P (thus, TR P
XXX would be in the vear 28 AD, or really, 28-20 AD,
because it was renewed in June of each year and ran to June
of the next year).

CALIGULA
FROP, March TS 37 ADL Renewed annuallv on the same oo
i the vears a8, 30 and o,

CLAUDIUS I
TR P, January 250110 AD. Renewed annuallyv on thar dhire.
vt ]]i,- death in 31 \|' he was i the course of hi= I|\' I’

NI

NERO
TR . Octaber 150 30 AL Renewed annually on that e
until 3 ND when e ._:E.‘Iilll'llﬂ‘. ~tarted o new sv=tem b

shortenmme s TR NT and countme, thereatter, (rom
Diccember 3o Toth 2, when he took TR PNTT and renewed
annually on that dates At his death i June, 080 e wa- in

the cour~c of TR NI

GALBA
[



OTHO
TR P, only.

VITELLIUS
TR P, only.

VESPASIAN
TR P, July 1, 69. Renewed annually on the same date. At
his death in June, 79, he was in the course of his TR P X.

TITUS
TR P, July 1, 71. Renewed annually on the same date. At
his death in September, 81, he was in the course of his TR

P XII.

DOMITIAN
TR P, September 13, 81. Renewed annually on the same date.

At his death in September, 96, he was in the course of his
TR P XVIL

NERVA
TR P, September 18, 96. TR P II from the same date in the

year 97. Apparently started TR P III in December of the
same year (97). However, some inscriptions, particularly
those which are found upon monuments, fail to recognize a
TR P 111 and carry the TR P II to his death on January 23, 98,

TRAJAN

TR P, October 27, 97. TR P Il from December 10, 97. Re-
newed annually on the latter date. At his death in August,
117, he was in the course of his TR P XXI.

HADRIAN
TR P from the death of Trajan in August, 117. TR P II

from December 10, 117. Renewed annually on the latter date.
At his death on July 10, 138, he was in the course of his
TR P XXII.
ANTONINUS PIUS
TR P. February 25, 138. TR P 1I, December 10, 138, and
renewed annually on the latter date. At his death in March,
161, he was in the course of his TR P XXIIII.

[ 121



MARCUS AURELIUS

TR P, Feruary 25, 147. TR P II, December 10, 147. Re-
newed annually on the latter date. At his death in March,
180, he was in the course of his TR P XXXIIII.

LUCIUS VERUS

TR P, March 7, 161. TR P II, December 10, 161, and renewed
annually on the latter date. At his death in the winter of 169
he was in the course of his TR P VIIII.

COMMODUS

TR P, November 27, 176. TR P 11, December 10, 176, and
renewed annually on the latter date. At his death in Decem-
ber, 192, he was in the course of his TR P XVIII.

PERTINAX
TR P, only.

DIDIUS JULIANUS
TR P, only.

SEPTIMIUS SEVERUS
TR P, June 1, 193, TR P II, December 10, 193. Renewed

anmuanllie man tha lattar date At hic daatl 7

CARACALLA



SEVERUS ALEXANDER

TR P, March 11, 222, Renewed annually, apparently in
January of each year. At his death in 235 he was in the course
of TR P XIIII,

MAXIMINUS

TR P, 235. TR P 11, 236. TR P III, 237 (January 16?), TR
P I111, 238 (January 167).

GORDIANUS I
TR P, onlv.

GORDIANUS II
TR P, only.

BALBINUS
TR P, only.

PUPIENUS

TR P, only.

GORDIANUS III (PIUS)

TR P, 238. Renewed annually. At his death in 244, he was
in the course of TR P VIL

PHILIPPUS 1
TR P, March, 244, TR P II, January, 245. Renewed annually
until his death in September or October, 249.

TRAJAN DECIUS
Apparently two methods employed here. Either:
1. When saluted emperor by the troops in 248, or
2. From the death of Philippus in September or October,
249, He died in 251.

HERRENNIUS ETRUSCUS
TR P in 250. Died, November, 251.

HOSTILIANUS
TR P in 250. Died, December, 251,

TREBONIANUS GALLUS

Uncertain TR P. Probably November or December, 251.
TR P II, 252. TR P III1 (not III), in 253.

VOLUSIANUS
Same as his father, Trebonianus Gallus.
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VALERIANUS AND GALLIENUS

TR P dates are the same for both (father and son). TR P, 253
TR P II, 254. TR P 111, 255. Valerian was in the course of
TR P VI1I at his death in 239. Gallienus was in the course
of TR P XVI at his death in 268.

POSTUMUS

TR P, 2538 TR P 11, 259. Renewed annually until his death
in 267, when he was in the course of TR P X.
CLAUDIUS 11

TR P, 268. Renewed annually. At his death in 270 he was
in the course of TR P III.

TETRICUS I

TR P, 268. Renewed annually. At his death in 273 he was
in the course of TR P VI.

AURELIAN

TR P, 270. Renewed annually. At his death in 275 he was
in the course of TR PP VI.

TACITUS
TR P, September 25, 275, TR P 11, January 1, 276.

PROBUS
TR P, probably in 276. Renewed annually. At his death in
282 he was in the course of TR P VIIL.

CARUS
TR P, 282. TRP 11, 283.

CARINUS
TR P, 282. Renewed annually. At his death in 285 he was in
the course of TR P IIL

NUMERIANUS

TR P, 283, TR P 1I, 284.

DIOCLETIAN

TR P, September 17, 284, TR P II, March 1(?), 285, and
renewed annually on the latter date. At his abdication in
March, 305, he was in the course of TR P XXII.

MAXIMIAN
Cournted his TR P from 283. so that he was alwavs one behind
i’iul ;rﬂﬁi 1ir|-\_,.__

NOTE: The Tribunician power was not assumed Dy Can-

<tantius or (mhwillr‘



BIBLIOGRAPHY

While there have beerd many excellent books on the subject
of Roman coins, it is an unfortunate commentary on this day
and age that most of them are either out of print or unavail-
able to the average collector. The reader who lives in a metro-
politan iarea may be fortunate in finding some of these books
on the shelves of his local library. It is also true that some of
these books are written in a foreign language, limiting the
collector to a perusal ol the fine plates which usually can be
found among the pages.

The following list has been divided into the Republican
period and the period of the Empire. Also included, in the
event the reader desires to provide himsell with background
about the historv ol Rome, is a list of a few of the [amous
volumes on the subject.
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romain’ (1880-92)
MATTINGLY, "“Roman Coins" (1928)
MATTINGLY, “Coins of the Roman Empire in the British Museum™
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